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Chapter 1

2010

1.1 March

Spring Is Here-What’s Springing Up Within You? (2010-03-16 00:38)

1]
It’s beginning to look like spring around my place. Plum trees and other bushes are beginning to bloom.
Upon closer observation of one my plum trees, I see several branches without any signs of spring. Instead
these branches are bare, while others around them are covered in blooms. It reminds me of how our lives
often are. Certain aspects of our lives can be blooming with newness like spring, while other parts seemingly
are in winter -the juxtaposition of being both the best of times and the worst of times. Thank God for a
master gardener that knows how to properly prune away every branch in us that produces not fruit and how
to lovingly nurture us until it’s our time to bloom. As you take in the sights of spring, take a little time to
observe the newness that’s happening with you. Perhaps there’s new ideas/mindsets, new relationships or
new ministry opportunities. I pray that you’ll find new and greater levels of His presence, peace, joy, hope,
strength, faith and love springing up within you.

Isaiah 43:19a Look at the new thing I am going to do. It is already happening. Don’t you see it?
Father, open our eyes that we might me see what you’re already doing among, within, and around us. We
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thank you for the new thing that you are doing in our lives.Thank you for new understanding, new revela-
tions, and new mercies. In Jesus name. Amen

1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S5685SnmoII/AAAAAAAAACK/I2WvKF1bXLk/s1600-h/spring+tree. jpg

2. http://wuw.mylivesignature.com/

mom?2six (2010-03-16 01:52:56)
Just came to your site from High Calling Blogs. Great analogy - great encouragement. Thanks.

Just Be Real/God Whispers In The Wind (2010-03-16 10:10:57)
Wanda, thank you for sharing and the prayer has touched me. Also, thank you for your kind comments of encourage-
ment to me on my blog. I needed to read them.

Mike (2010-03-16 10:10:57)
take a little time to observe the newness that's happening with you. I like that. Thanks for an encouraging post!

Living Water (2010-03-17 07:32:51)

I can understand the feeling of juxtaposed spring and winter very well. Not all things turns out the way we hope,
and even if we pray about it, certain things may be addressed for now, while others are still in waiting or may be
something we have to go through.

In all these, may we learn to understand that God knows His plans for us, for welfare and not for calamity to give us
a future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11).

God bless.

Finally Free (2010-03-17 12:40:51)

Thanks for stopping by my blog. :) Last year was a year of major pruning for me, so I can relate.
Blessings,

Tammy

Proverbs 27:19 (2010-03-18 01:11:28)

Hello Wanda! Thanks a bunch for stopping by "My Heart Speaks...” and leaving a comment.
It’s nice to "meet” you!

smooches,

Larie
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http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S5685SnmoII/AAAAAAAAACk/I2WvKFlbXLk/s1600-h/spring+tree.jpg
http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Any Mud on Your Soul? (2010-03-18 05:01)

I keep seeing the image of the Red Sea parted with walls of water piled on two sides with dry ground in the
middle. This image first came to my mind during Sunday’s praise and worship service. Not only was the
waters of the Red Sea parting a miracle but also that the Israelites didn’t encounter mud. In my own back
yard when it rains there are parts of the ground that remain wet and muddy several days after the rain has
gone. The ground beneath the Red Sea should have been muddy. And you know mud has a way of sticking
onto your shoes and getting tracked into places that you enter- uninvited nonetheless.

I believe some of us are entering into a season where God is going to "clean away the mud” from our souls.
In places where our Red Sea has parted, He’s going to dry up the ground so that we’re no longer stuck. No
longer tracking the "mud” of our past into our present or future. The Red Sea represents the hard places
He has moved you out of rather that be the pain of physical abuse, sexual abuse, bad relationships, lost of
a loved one, bad childhood, addictions, divorce, or whatever your Red Sea my have been. Funny thing is an
event can no longer be physically occurring but yet you carry it with you emotionally or psychologically like
mud on a shoe. Yet in places that you should have remained stuck or continued with muddy foot tracks,
even if no where else but in your mind, God is going to wash away the mud.

While reading an article from Prophetic Insights from Charisma by Nicki Pfeifer entitled, Five Keys for
2010, I was surprised and delighted to receive confirmation by the words she wrote regarding key #2 God is
releasing an anointing to leave your past behind. She writes, "There is a special anointing for inner healing
this year. There is a release of grace in the body of Christ to finally put the pain of your past behind you.”
Read the entire article [2]here.

Photo credit: [3][4]http://www.flickr.com/photos/uxud/ / [5]CC BY 2.0

[6] [7]

1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S6EMz0I1Yz-I/AAAAAAAAADE/pMep80711Cs/s1600-h/mud+print. jpg

2. http://charismamag.com/index.php/prophetic-insight/26521-five-keys-for-2010#readmore

3. http://wuw.blogger.com/%3Cak3E%3Cdiv)20xmlns : cc=Y22http://creativecommons.org/ns#"about="http:
//www.flickr.com/photos/uxud/3666539245/"><arel="cc:attributionURL"href="http:
//www.flickr.com/photos/uxud/">http://www.flickr.com/photos/uxud/</a>/<arel="license"href="http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/">CCBY2.0</a></div>

4. http://www.flickr.com/photos/uxud/

5. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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6. http://www.mylivesignature.com/
7. file://localhost/mnt/ext/blogbooker/tmp/4cinyghk/4cinyghk-body.tex.lynx.html

Dena Dyer (2010-03-23 15:05:48)
I love that image of God washing "mud” from my soul.
Welcome to High Calling Blogs, by the way. It’s great to have you! :)

Wanda (2010-03-24 01:30:57)
Thanks for the welcome Dena and I appreciate you stopping by.

Mindful Ponderings (2010-03-20 04:10)

My mind is pondering about peace. Are there certain images that come to mind when you hear the word
peace? What does biblical peace look like in comparison to worldly peace? Jesus declares that he left me a
gift of peace for John 14:27 says I am leaving you with a gift-peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give
isn’t like the peace the world gives. So don’t be troubled or afraid (NLT). A gift unopened or tucked away
is useless. Have I opened the gift or settled for a substitute?

1]

1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Faith Tmagined (2010-03-20 14:10:00)
I was reading about this topic just yesterday! It seems that a lot of Christians, including myself, tuck this precious
gift away!

Pet (2010-03-22 22:07:09)
Hi Wanda, thank you for the visit and the comment. Be bless and please come again.

Hide & Seek (2010-03-22 14:00)

[1]
[2]Photo by SashaW

No point in HIDING from a God that knows how to SEEK you out, SURRENDER instead.
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file://localhost/mnt/ext/blogbooker/tmp/4c1nyqhk/4c1nyqhk-body.tex.lynx.html
http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Psalm 139: 7-8 Where can I go to get away from your Spirit? Where can I run from you? If I go up to the
heavens, you are there. If I lie down in the grave, you are there. (NCV)
Thanks be unto you Lord for finding me when I didn’t even realize I was lost.

3]

1. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S6YS3uNjVzI/AAAAAAAAADM/VH46PcapkbM/s1600-h/hiding-Sashaw. jpg

2. http://www.blogger.com/%3Cdiv},20xmlns: cc=/22http://creativecommons. org/ns#"about="http://www.flickr.com/
photos/sashawolff/3388815964/"><arel="cc:attributionURL"href="http:
//www.flickr.com/photos/sashawolff/">http://wuw.flickr.com/photos/sashawolff/</a>/<arel="license"href="http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/">CCBY2.0</a></div>

3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Christy (2010-03-22 16:27:30)

Hi Wandal

I was just checking our SSBs list and saw that you had linked up! Welcome! T am so glad you took time to join us
and T look forward to getting to know you :)

Blessings,

Christy

Exemplify Singles Channel Editor

Mariel (2010-03-23 01:06:46)
great verse...cute pic! :)

Just Be Real/God Whispers In The Wind (2010-03-25 10:18:00)
This is good Wanda! Wo- thanks.

LaMecia (2010-03-28 22:53:49)
Really good!

LisaShaw (2010-03-30 00:40:52)
Praise the Lord Wandal!!!

Always Forever (2010-03-23 14:00)

Came across this verse while reading last night.
I see that the Lord is always with me. I will not be shaken for he is right beside me. Acts 2:25b

Merriam Webster’s dictionary defines shaken as to lessen the stability of, to vibrate especially as the result
of shock or a blow or to dislodge. But this verse lets me know that even with the many circumstances that
life sometimes bring, I don’t have to be dislodged from my position in Him or become internally unstable
because I serve a God who is always there with me. One who will be the fourth man in the fire. He is one
that will come down to the pit or walk the waters of my storm to be with me.
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1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Julie (2010-03-24 15:56:27)

Wanda, This beautiful truth is such a comfort, isn’t it.

So much swirls around sometimes in ways that just don’t make sense that without knowing He is with me I don’t
know if I'd make it...

Thank you for your visit to my blog and your sweet words left for me. You have blessed me!

Just Be Real/God Whispers In The Wind (2010-03-25 10:17:34)
Amen Wanda. Thanks for sharing dear.

LaMecia (2010-03-28 22:51:01)
enjoyed this

LisaShaw (2010-03-30 00:42:28)

Amen and Praise the Lord!!!

I'm thankful that He is always with me and as such I shall not be moved. As I read Acts 2:25 (Acts being one of my
favorite Books in the Bible) it reminds me also of Isaiah 41:10.

God bless!!

If Not Him, Then Who? (2010-03-29 11:01)

By golly, who knew that I’d find God at the zoo? Yes it’s true! If not Him, then who could have created such
animals? Although it wasn’t my first time to visit a zoo, I couldn’t help but be awed by the creativeness used
to design each of these animals. Some were big and others were small. Many displayed graceful elegance,
while others looked down right strange. As I looked around, I said to my sister if I’'m created in God’s image
then He’s given me creativity as well and I'm convinced I have some that I’ve yet to use. Although, I don’t
understand the full significance in why each of the animals were shaped the way they were, I realize that
God did have a purpose for doing so. Each animal is equipped with what they need to survive and thrive in
the specific environments that they live.

Reminds me of us humans; we do not all look alike and each of us come packaged with our own unique set of
personalities, giftings, and abilities. Only God knew what each individual would need to survive and thrive
in the places He designed us to operate. Often times I'm guilty of wishing I was a little bit more of this and
a little less of that but I have to mindful that He’s given be everything I need to accomplish His plan and
purpose for my life.

[1]1Click to play this Smilebox scrapbook: Zoo trip
[2]Create your own scrapbook - Powered by Smilebox
Make a scrapbooking design
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1. http://smilebox.com/play/4d5455334£4449784e54513d0d0akblogview=true&campaign=blog_playback_link
2. http://www.smilebox.com/7partner=smilebox&campaign=blog_snapshot

3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Up for a Challenge (2010-03-31 20:29)

| Want You

For The April
A to Z Blog

Challenge!

1]

Although I have never been one to take on a dare (always been more of a play it safe kind of girl), one
challenge mentioned over at [2]Faith Hope & Love caught my attention. Arlee Bird at [3|Tossing It Out
has issued a challenge to fellow bloggers to blog using an A to Z theme for the month of April. So I have
decided to dive in and hopefully I will not sink. Some of those letters could be pretty tricky to navigate not
to mention that I don’t usually blog daily. But since it is a new year, I might as well try some new things,
huh. Be sure to check out [4]Tossing It Out for more details about the challenge. Now wish me luck as I
start tomorrow, April 1st, with a post relating to the letter ”A”.

. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/__Tx8k6-aLY0/S7GZBLtCuHI/AAAAAAAAAfg/cAXaT3m-TeY/s1600/blog+challenge. jpg
. http://shananagins2468.blogspot.com/2010/03/z-challenge.html

. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/03/blog-boggled-blogging-from-to-z-april.html

. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/03/blog-boggled-blogging-from-to-z-april.html

Tt o W N =

. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

arlee bird (2010-03-31 21:00:21)

Thank you for being so quick to get this on your blog. I have added you to the blog roll and become a follower. I will
be posting an update on my site later today acknowledging your post today.

I am thrilled to have you joining us and I hope you find the challenge to be fun and rewarding.

Lee

Shannon (2010-03-31 23:54:44)

Thanks for naming my blog in your post wanda..glad to see your joining in on the fun! Can’t wait to see what
tomorrow brings!
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The Alliterative Allomorph (2010-04-01 08:48:11)
Hi! T'm a new follower. Good luck fellow challenger :)

Wanda (2010-04-01 11:03:02)

@Arlee and Shannon, you are welcome. This will definitely be an interesting challenge.

@ Alliterative Allomorph, glad to have you join my blog and I appreciate the well wishes on the challenge. I'll definitely
need it.

1.2 April

Ready, Set, Go (2010-04-01 10:25)

Well today kicks off the A-Z challenge. Today’s theme is the letter “A”. Lots of “a” words come to mind but
the one sticking out to me at the moment is available. If you call my phone on a regular basis, from time
to time my answering machine is bound to pick up with a recording, which says “sorry I'm not available to
take your call right now but please leave a message.” When calling others, one of the messages I dislike the
most is “the mailbox is full please try your call later”.

With the use of cell phones, instant messenger, and emails, one’s ability to be reach has certainly been
expanded. Before the widespread use of such technology, the car was a quiet place to unwind from the days
happenings. Vacations were sacred getaways but now even there we are available to be reached. DVR and
TTVO make television programming available to be watched later at a more convenient time.

Merriam Webster’s online dictionary defines available as present and ready for immediate use. I cannot help
but wonder how many times God has attempted to reach me only to receive the message that I'm not present
and ready to be used. I know that God can reach us anywhere. But just like there are times when my phone
rings and I’'m actually home but I don’t hear it because I'm busy being distracted by other things, I would
imagine there has been times when He tried to reach me. However, my spiritual ringer was turned too low
or perhaps I did not feel like talking and decided to let the answering machine pick up instead. Some calls,
television shows, blog posts, and emails we can afford to miss but being unavailable to God can leave us
void of valuable information for our lives. Wonder how many divine appointments I missed with the Father
because I was not available.

Father forgive me for the times I've let the cares of this world make me unavailable to you. Help me to not
only be present but ready to be used in service to you. Attune my ears that I might hear you. Thank you
for loving me enough to keep calling me back to you when you find that I have drifted away. Amen

1]

1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-04-01 11:08:42)

A wonderful start to the challenge, will be looking forward to reading more. We have, in this world come along way
in techology sometimes I do wonder if it’s all for the best.

Have a good day.

Yvonne.
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The Alliterative Allomorph (2010-04-01 11:12:32)
Thanks for joining my blog :) Lovely post. One does wonder when we are ever going to be available nowadays. Our
lives are so choatic ...

arlee bird (2010-04-01 13:44:03)

It’s probably ridiculous, but my wife and I each have our cell phones and we have a land line— and nobody hardly
even calls us.

That should make me plenty available to pick up God’s calls. I know I don’t sometimes or just pretend I'm busy and
say "I gotta run!”. I hope I'm doing better—I keep trying. That is an exceptionally important post for us to hear. A
very good way to start with the letter "A”.

Thank you

Lee

Dee (2010-04-01 14:26:24)
Oh, girl. T had tears in my eyes by the end of your post. I love the way you used something we’ve all dealt with as a
lead-in to something many of us seldom think of!

ModernDayDrifter (2010-04-02 01:29:19)
This is a really great kick off post for the challenge! You're so right, there’s so many ways to get hold of people now!
Great job and good luck!

Carol Conway-Fleisher (2010-04-02 02:22:46)
What a great post. All to often I am guilty of not being available when God tries to speak to me. Thanks for stopping
by my blog. I look forward to learning more about you during our blogging challenge.

Will Burke (2010-04-02 04:25:38)
Nice take on "A.” Wouldn’t have thought of that! The trouble with ignoring our Maker is that it keeps getting louder!
It’s taught me to cultivate silence :)

Grammy (2010-04-03 03:07:33)

Hi, Wanda,

Thanks for visiting my blog. I am just now reading as many blogs as I can. It is late at night (11 p.m.) and I am
reading and writing as quickly as I can. I am going to really enjoy reading your postings. God bless you and your
unique way of looking at the ordinary.

Best regards to you.

Ruby

Tori Cooper (2010-04-03 05:12:02)
Wow... such a great example you used... I could relate to alot you were saying...:-) Great take on ”A”!
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Bare But Not Barren (2010-04-02 05:01)

1]

B is the letter for today. While out listening to the birds chirp as I waited for my Bella to take her potty
break, the phrase bare but not barren blew into my mind one winter morning. As I looked intently on the
beautiful bird perched in the tree, the unadorned branches of the tree caught my attention. It was still
winter so the tree’s nakedness was not unusual; it actually had a natural beauty to it. The tree was bare
but not necessarily barren. To the outward eye bare and barren can look the same. However, bare is to be
empty but barren is to lack the ability to produce. Just like the tree was bare (empty of leaves), there are
places in my life that are currently bare. The tree’s bareness was simply due to the season the tree was in.
It didn’t signify the tree’s eternal state. Beneath the surface, the tree was connected to some life-nurturing
sustenance yet it had no outer appearance of growth. As you know seasons change and now that same tree
is now budding.

When I actually took the time to look up the definition of the two words it was in alignment with what
the spirit revealed. BARE= lacking a natural, usual or appropriate covering; open to view; unfurnished or
scantily supplied; devoid of amplification or adornment. BARREN= not reproducing; incapable of producing
offspring; habitually failing to fruit ; not productive; lacking interest or charm. Depending on the length of
time or the severity of your bareness, some people would have you inclined to believe that particular place in
your life is actually barren - it lacks the ability to produce fruitful relationships, ideas, or ministry. Therefore
be careful who you connect with during your “bare” seasons; otherwise you might find yourself disconnected
from the Source (the innate power within you to reproduce). Bare is momentary while barren can be for a
lifetime. Thank you Lord that every bare place in my life will produce fruit in its proper season.

Photo by: [2]plentyofants

3]

1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S7UuZAsLQPI/AAAAAAAAADk/btNcGAYovT8/s1600/bare+tree. jpg

2. http://www.blogger.com/%3Cdiv’20xmlns: cc=},22http://creativecommons.org/ns#"about="http://www.flickr.com/
photos/plentyofants/2158255532/"><arel="cc:attributionURL"href="http://www.flickr.com/photos/plentyofants/">
http://www.flickr.com/photos/plentyofants/</a>/<arel="license"href="http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/">CCBY2.0</a></div>

3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/
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Critty (2010-04-02 05:33:12)
Powerful thoughts.
And that last sentence. Amen.

The Alliterative Allomorph (2010-04-02 08:30:17)
You have a very beautiful writing style. Nice work!

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-04-02 10:51:26)

Profound thoughts and a very good way of writing. I wish I could write a staight blog, but I find I can express myself
better in poetry form.Good luck with the challenge.

Yvonne.

Dee (2010-04-02 13:39:28)
You have such an amazing way of bringing one subject into the same field as another, and having it all make sense.

I’'m in awe.

Slushpile Slut (2010-04-02 13:46:34)
Hi Wanda!! What a beautiful thought provoking post...I'm impressed and if I was a preacher, I would so be doing my
Easter sermon on this...Awesome...Thanks for this and I am bare but not barren :)

Ginny the Sock Monkey (2010-04-02 15:20:46)
I love this picture. Also the topic, creative and thoughtful. Thanks for doing the challenge with me, and yes, I am a
rebel. Always gotta go against the crowd :)!

arlee bird (2010-04-02 15:33:48)

You have really made a great connection here. I agree with Slush that this would make a great sermon topic. This is
such a deep and rich message that you have presented in such a beautiful way. Your writing touches me.

Lee

ModernDayDrifter (2010-04-02 15:36:38)
I love the deep thoughts in this blog. I agree, despite the fact that the tree is bare, it is still very beautiful. Nicely
done.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-02 15:56:34)
hi Wanda:)
thank you for your encouragement. i really liked my first read here.

Grammy (2010-04-03 03:10:23)

Hi, Wanda,

Thanks for the challenge to remember the difference between bare and barren. What a lovely posting.
T’ll be back. Best regards to you!

Ruby

Lisa (2010-04-03 03:33:34)
What a great post. :)

Not enough hours! (2010-04-05 04:15:31)
Lovely post. It is so easy to confuse the two words, but there is a world of difference between them, isn’t it?
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Buried in Him (2010-04-03 03:38)

BURIED IN HIM

Today marks the day we remember them crucifying Jesus

and carrying Him away to be buried in the tomb.

When I think of the word “bury”, heaps of dirt marking a fresh grave comes to mind.
To bury marks an ending of what was and memorializes what now ceases to be.
When they crucified my Lord, they had no idea what significance that would be

to someone like you and me.

How could they have known that precious seed

would serve to set so many free

I heard a man of God say the most dangerous thing you can do to a seed is to bury it.
For there its greatest potential is released.

Beneath the ground beyond what they could see,

God was preparing a way for you and me.

Because they buried Him and He rose again,

my sins and bondages no longer have the power to imprison me.

When they buried Him, they made resurrection available to me

When they closed the tomb that day, they couldn’t fathom

the way of escape made possible on that eventful day.

Because he was bruised and battered, there’s healing here now for me

Because He was buried, I can now live freely

©W.Ward 2010

1]

1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Tori Cooper (2010-04-03 05:09:09)

Amen! That’s why today is called "Good Friday”... because we can celebrate the hope we have in Jesus because of the
fact that he was buried & rose again! Wanda, I wanted to thank you for stopping by my blog... I a greatly appreciate
you taking the time! :-) Added you to my blog reading list! Talk soon!

arlee bird (2010-04-03 13:25:40)

Blessings to you, Wanda and a big amen to what you have said here.
Lee
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Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-04 00:23:00)
hi Wanda,

like what the man said about the seed:)
Have a Wonderful Easter!

Contractually Connected to a Covenant Keeping Christ (2010-04-03 07:00)

Ok, perhaps I went a little bit crazy with the c-words in my title. But oh contraire, it does complement
my post. Yes, I admit I confiscated the idea for this post while listening at Wednesday night Bible study.
Inspiration can certainly come from all sorts of places.

Employment agreements, marriages, mortgages, and car loans are a few of the many contracts we enter into
and dissolve in today’s time. The terms or conditions of each one differ slightly but its function of connecting
two or more parties are the same. Each party agrees to offer or bring something to the deal. Thus each
reaping some benefit of sort. Before accepting job offers, we are told the salary, insurance policies, vacation
days, sick leave or other perks available. As the speaker pointed out in Bible study, we fully expect our
employer (flesh) to fulfill what was outlined in the contract. We place great confidence in mere humans (flesh
which is often fickle like you and me) that they will uphold their part of the deal.

If we can place such assurance in human contracts, as believers, how much more confidence should we have
in our covenant? A covenant sealed in the blood of Christ Jesus. A covenant made over 2000 years ago by
a God, who cannot lie. God, who remains the same today, yesterday, and forever more and who does not
change His mind. He is the one who remains faithful even when we are faithless.

In reading about covenant in the Nelson’s Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible, I found this particular passage
interesting. “A covenant, in the biblical sense, implies much more than a contract or simple agreement. A
contract always has an end date, while a covenant is a permanent arrangement. Another difference is that a
contract generally involves only one part of person, such as a skill, while a covenant covers a person’s total
being. “Isn’t that just like our God, He goes beyond and makes provision for our whole being-mind, body,
soul, and spirit. When signing natural contracts, there is often some print we only glance over and soon
forget. Maybe it’s time to pull your covenant out and read through the pages again. You are sure to find
some provision in His Word that you have yet to partake.

[1]

1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-04-03 07:56:59)
A most enjoyable post to read and an excellent one for the challenge.
Have a lovely day.

Yvonne.

arlee bird (2010-04-03 13:31:52)

C-Saturday is indeed a day for many C words. Christ sent his followers to fulful the great comission— how many are
are doing it? Contracts between us here on here can be easily broken. We often lack commitment. Wanda you have
stated a message that many should hear and heed.

Lee
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LaMecia Pree (2010-04-03 13:50:57)
That it awesome. Never thought of covenant dealing with the whole you. Awesome!

The Voice (2010-04-03 16:50:26)

I must admit, that at the moment God and I are in deep negotiations. Obviously, somewhere in our contract I must
have misread and messed up somewhere. What I did to losea everything I haven’t figured out yet and I haven’t
understood what I was supposed to learn. Situations are smacking me hard and maybe I jumped a few paragraphs or
wasn’t listening clearly during the interview process. Anyway, I'm signed on for the Eternal Life deal and there is no
turning back.

Caledonia Lass (2010-04-03 20:50:58)

You know, the fact that commitment is lacking in society, even the smallest of commitments, is what makes things
we should cherish become so disposable.

Not only that, there are so many out there who don’t truly understand what a commitment is and just desire instant
gratification.

Great C post, Wanda and I'm very glad to meet you through the A-Z challenge. :D

Lisa (2010-04-03 22:17:42)
A great and eye-opening post! Thanks Wanda and I hope you have a blessed Easter!
Lisa

Alex J. Cavanaugh (2010-04-03 22:27:40)
You're right - we can’t put our faith in people, because humans are imperfect and will fail us every time... but God
will not. Ever.

AprilC - GaFlyGirl (2010-04-04 02:08:41)
Great C- post. So true! Always something new to gain from God’s word each day! New insight! Thanks for the post!

Wanda (2010-04-04 03:31:05)

Thanks everybody for stopping by. @Arlee-the great commission is another great c.

@Caledonia-nice to meet you too. I've stumbled across lots of interestings blogs through the challenge. And you make
an excellent point about commitment lacking in our society.

@Voice-God often doesn’t give us the memo about the mess in the middle but he’s definitely promised us VICTORY
in the end.

Time for Revisiting the Tomb (2010-04-04 03:42)

This is actually a repost from March but felt it fitting as we approach Easter.
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He is not heee: Je has RAISEN!

[1]
I finished reading the book of Mark today. In Mark Chapter 16. We see Mary Magdalene, Salome, and Mary
the mother of James going back to the tomb to put some spices on Jesus’ body. In verse 3, it says that “on
the way there they were discussing who would roll the stone away from the entrance to the tomb. Yet we
know when they arrived at the tomb, they found the stone had ALREADY been ROLLED away. Like you,
I've heard or seen this passage of scripture many times and it’s often quoted/illustrated around Easter time.
However, today the Holy Ghost allowed me to see the text with fresh eyes and new application. I'm saved,
so I've already believed and confessed that Jesus died and rose again.

Yet, is there not some other things that are DEAD in our lives? Are not there some things that have been
BURIED and TUCKED AWAY in the recesses of our HEART and MIND? Some for many years. Some
things have been so deeply buried that we don’t even think about them often. Our emotions, heart, mind
have become deaden and we’ve longed since forgotten about there existence, if it were possible. When we
see these women in the beginning of chapter 16, they’re preparing to go say their FINAL goodbyes to Jesus.
They were going to put some sweet smelling stuff on a DEAD body -a DEAD Jesus. Jesus represents HOPE,
LIFE, LIGHT, HELP, SUPPORT as these are all the things He promised He was. Yet, now they find all
that DEAD but they were preparing to send it off smelling good. Not unlike what we do at times when
something we’ve hoped for, supported, or that brought light into our life fades away. We’ll dress it up we
sweet smelling phrases like , "must not have been for me anyway”, "I'm just fine”. However, they weren’t in
denial that Jesus was dead. And we don’t need to be either. Reality is that some things DIED in us, around

us, and even through us.

Just as the women went back to the tomb, we need the courage to revisit some tombs in our lives. Their
expectation when revisiting the tomb was to put some things to rest. Probably expected to leave in MOURN-
ING and ANGUISH. Unexpectedly, the stone had already been move d away, while they were attempting
to ponder how they were going to get the thing done. Some of us are pondering within our selves, "how
am | going to get past this” but if we’ll muster up the courage to not only revisit the tomb but ENTER
in the places that’s been BURIED/TUCKED AWAY. We will find that the experience WILL NOT be the
same. RESURRECTION POWER had visited the tomb! Just like Mary and the other ladies, instead of
leaving the tomb in SORROW, we’ll leave in AMAZEMENT and JOY. The Holy Spirit is unctioning us to
REVISIT the TOMBS of dead DREAMS, RELATIONSHIP, HOPE, JOY, LOVE, PASSION, PROMISES
or whatever may be dead in your life, and TRY AGAIN. The RESURRECTOR has already gone before you
to MOVE the STONE away and He promises that it absolutely will not be the same. EXPECT some thing
different because DIVINE RESURRECTION has already ARRIVED but you must go to the place you left
it.

Father, I pray that you’ll give us the courage to go back to those places in our lives that we’ve locked away
and given up hope of any change. Out of obedience to your word and by the power of the Holy Ghost, we
move believing that the place may be the same but what we encounter will not be. Thank you for moving
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us past places and things in our lives that was too hard for us. Thank you for moving us past old hurts, old
mind sets, old baggage, old hang ups. We thank you for resurrecting life, love, hope, joy, passion in us. In
Jesus Name-Amen

Happy Resurrection Day!

. s - -
FL ’

2]
1. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S4xZn0q_MbI/AAAAAAAAABo/nOUAf jgmFNM/s1600-h/1luke24_1,6+-+Risen. jpg

2. http://wuw.mylivesignature.com/

Mike (2010-04-04 06:25:38)
A blessed Easter to you!

Gregg (2010-04-05 00:33:49)
Thank you for stopping by and leaving a comment. I appreciated it. I enjoyed looking over you site. I will be back. I
trust you had a great Resurrection Sunday!

Just Be Real/God Whispers In The Wind (2010-04-06 01:04:52)
Wanda thank you so much for sharing and thank you for your encouraging words to me. Mean a lot! Blessings.

D is the Day (2010-04-05 05:01)

D-day has dawned and I found myself in a dilemma. Didn’t quite know what to decide. Do I discuss delicious
desserts, determined dedication, dreadful driving habits, or daring Daniel. I dare not go on. So after much
deliberation, I have chosen to designate the day as doggy day. Yep, I've chosen to detour from deeper topics
and instead deal with my dear dog Bella.

Sweet little girl was deserted at the pound. And since the day I discovered her, she has brought such delight.

First day at her new home

She detects the faintest sound and dashes to the door in record time.
Occasionally dines on paper and other strange dishes.

And she definitely has a deafening high pitched shrill.
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2]
Someone did away with my coat
Loves to dangle her head outside the car door and is ever satisfied to cling to my side.

From time to time, she even lets me dress her and does not dare complain.

[3]
Do I have to wear the sweater?
Check out other A-Z challenge participants [4]here.
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2. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S7gBVuWOyHI/AAAAAAAAADO/1t0TxNpaV7c/s1600/102_0315. JPG|

3. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S7gDVB7sGfI/AAAAAAAAAD8/qSK9wDsBn0A/s1600/bellat+clothed. jpg|
4. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/|

5. http://www.mylivesignature.com/|
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arlee bird (2010-04-05 05:26:14)
I think doggy day definitely works. I'm sure a lot of people will really like the photos.
Lee

Not enough hours! (2010-04-05 06:02:10)

What a cutie! And that’s not D for doggie, it is C for cutie :-)
There is a little something for you on my blog.

Rayna

The Alliterative Allomorph (2010-04-05 09:24:26)
Do I see a little dabbling of alliteration there? Nice!

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-04-05 13:05:29)

There’s a lovely dog, I love animals and this one is no exception. A wonderful blog and I certainly enjoyed looking at
the photo’s.

Take care.

Yvonne.

Jen (2010-04-05 15:56:08)
Thanks for stopping by and I love your D!!! It’s awesome and your doggy is super cute!!!

Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-05 16:24:24)
Delightful ditty on doggies. Dare to be different, my daddy dictated. Great post. Cute pictures.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-05 18:57:33)

my wife does the same thing! she dresses our two “kids.” they tolerate it. our kids are large too. one weights 97 1bs.
and the other is 112 Ibs.

too bad she makes Rocky into a cross-dresser though... poor guy.

Wanda (2010-04-05 19:54:55)
Oh poor Rocky :)

Watery Tart (2010-04-05 21:28:01)
Ahhhh! We have a humane society rescue too, and we love him! I love your D-word intensiveness here!
scratches Bella*

Belbin9 (2010-04-06 02:17:46)
Adorable dog! Dogs really are best friends. Their great company and just want to be loved

Lisa (2010-04-06 04:27:12)
What a cutie patootie! :)
Great D word!!

Have a blessed Tuesday,
Lisa

Niki (2010-04-06 05:38:38)
aw what a lucky and lovely dog she is :0)
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Julie (2010-04-06 12:21:53)

Oh Wanda, that was so cute. I love the "D”. T am going to follow you so I can see what the rest of the letters do plus
what else is happening in your life.

Take care and have a blessed and wonderful day.

Tori Cooper (2010-04-07 00:00:57)
Ay Que Cute! Totally love the pics! Definitely enjoyed reading your topic for D! Yay!

The Eyes Have It (2010-04-06 05:10)

1] [2][3]When you look into the mirror, what color are the eyes peeking back at
you...hazel, blue, brown, green, gray, black or perhaps a little red from all the blog reading? Throughout
my life, I've been said to have dreamy or sleeping eyes. Eyes come in all shapes and sizes but there essential
purpose remains the same-to see.

However, several people looking at the exact same scene often see very different things. Such is the case of
many of the people in Bible times (just as we are today). The deeply religious Pharisees and Saducees were
exposed to the same teachings and miracles of Jesus. Yet they were unable to see that He was indeed the
Messiah in which they searched the Scriptures. Even the disciples were privy to close encounters with Jesus
seeing first hand his many wonderous works but on several occasions He rebuked them for not being able
to perceive who He was really. Looking and seeing does not automatically translate into perceiving what
is seen. Matthew 13: 13-14 This why I speak to them in parables: Though seeing they do not see; though
hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: You will be ever hearing
but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.

I’'ve worn glasses or contacts for several years due to a condition called myopia or nearsightedness as it’s
commonly known. Myopia is a condition in which one can see things close up but things at a distance
appear blurred. Another definition of myopia is a lack of discernment or long range perspective in thinking
or planning. Reminds me of how sometimes in life , we’re so busy looking at the everyday things that we fail
to see the glorious works of God being displayed before our eyes. It was myopia, that prevented the woman
at the well from seeing Jesus as the source of everlasting water. Enveloped with daily struggles, myopia
prevents me from perceiving they are producing endurance, character, and hope within me.

And what about those who are always looking into the future, planning for a later date and time. Waiting
before enjoying, encouraging, or enlightening themselves and others. Certainly preparation for the future is
important but not so much that it eludes us of partaking in today’s blessings and joys.

So how does one correct their eyesight so that they’re not just looking but perceiving. The Message’s
translation of Matthew 6:22-23 offers a few suggestions like opening your eyes in wonder and belief. Distrust
and greed causes distorted vision. Essentially being open and receptive leads to more understanding.
Photo Credit: [4]Chispita _666 via Flickr
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The Alliterative Allomorph (2010-04-06 06:30:12)

Personally I believe eyes are overrated. As you say, many of us just 'look’ rather than 'perceive’. This is so true.
Eyes may allow us to see, but what we truely perceive comes from our hearts. We need to make use of all of our other
senses and instincts to see what’s really ahead of us.

To me, eyes are just like the amber traffic light. They warn us, caution us, but they do not tell :)

Beautiful post.

Mike (2010-04-06 07:44:52)
Great reflection! May the Spirit open our eyes :)

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-04-06 09:52:58)

A most interesting post, very pleasurable to read.

I find about eyes if a person can’t look you staight into your eyes they have something to hide. Eye contact is very
importanr to me.

Take care.

Yvonne.

Pet (2010-04-06 16:36:33)
Interesting. God bless.

LaVonne (2010-04-06 19:07:57)

Amen! Tt is tragic, in the spirit and in the natural, to see without really seeing and observing and taking in what is
in the line of vision. Sight is a line, not a dot...it is long, it points toward. Sight is a beginning of a thing, not an end.
Continue speaking the Word in this time of famine of the Word.

LaVonne

Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-06 19:39:02)
That was a great post. I loved the way you started out with eye color, moved onto types of vision, and then likened
it all to spiritual perception. Nice work.

Tori Cooper (2010-04-07 00:09:46)
Great job on your E post! Excellent insight on perception... sometimes we get so caught up in what we “can” see that
we forget to use our other senses... another great verse is 2 Corinthians 5:7 We live by faith not by sight... :-)

Wanda (2010-04-07 00:47:02)
That is another good scripture indeed Tori.
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Interesting analogy alitterative regarding the amber caution light. Thanks for all the encouraging words LaVonne,
Yvonne, Pet, Raquel and Mike

F is for F.A.M.I.L.Y. (2010-04-07 10:06)

Short or tall. Young or old. Big or small. We all were born into some type of family of sort. The composition
of families in society has changed. Dynamics in families vary but having a family provides us with a few
fundamental ingredients.

Foundation: Families provide us with a foundation for trust and developing relationships with others. There
we learn the fundamental skills needed to forge into the future. Who we become is built upon the experiences
we had as children.

Faith: Church and faith has been a part of my life as far back as I can remember. It was through fierce
determination of my mother that my siblings and I grew up with the knowledge of the Heavenly Father. All
those times spent in Sunday School, YPWW, and even choir practice (which I soooo dreaded) was sowing
seeds of faith that would reap an eternal harvest within me.

Fun and Fond Memories: Just during ordinary days I've share so many laughs and good times with my
family. And holidays bring back fond memories of Christmas, Thanksgiving, Fourth July, and Easter past.
My extended family has a habit of gathering on any and every occasion.

Fan Club: It has been my family that has cheered me on from award ceremonies, graduations, and birthdays.
There has not been one occasion that someone was not there encouraging me.

Families are often filled with faults as well. As I was reading a post over at [1]Coffee Rings Everywhere about
the author’s father, I couldn’t help but feel a tinge of sadness that I don’t recall any such tender moments
with my dad. Dysfunction in families is nothing new simply read your Bible and you’ll find some major feuds
and favoritism in families. We are unable to choose our natural families, but we all have to opportunity to
become a part of a much greater family-God’s family.

P. S. Trying to come up with posts for the A-Z challenge has been fun and frightening. Find other F-related
posts [2]here.

[3]

1. http://coffeeringseverywhere.blogspot.com/2010/04/d-for-daddys-darling-daughter.html
2. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

LisaShaw (2010-04-07 13:49:31)

Very true that we can not select our natural families and often there are situations (dysfunctions and large hurts which
I experienced growing up) that happen but I'm grateful for being a part of the Family of Christ! Being adopted into
ABBA’s Family through Jesus Christ is awesome!

Thanks for sharing!

Blessings to you...

Shannon (2010-04-07 16:18:42)

Oh so true! Being in God’s family is so much better that being in our own dysfunctional families...don’t get me wrong,
I love my wonderful family, but I love being an heir to the Throne, don’t you! Following you now, so glad I found
you!This has been a fun challenge so far!
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Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-07 18:57:56)
Great ponderings on the disfunction of families being a timeless, human, folly. Great post.

Dee (2010-04-07 19:41:00)
I envy you your family. Make sure to tell them how much you love them, and hug them a lot. Many of us can’t...

Lisa (2010-04-07 23:38:23)
I enjoyed reading this and agree that the greatest family we can be a part of is the family of God!

Kierah Jane Reilly (2010-04-08 00:46:01)

Your post reminded me of what my mother told me when I got engaged. She told me ”you can’t choose your family,
but you can choose your spouse, and you only live with your family for 18 years or so, but you will live with your
husband for the rest of your life.” And marrying my husband was the best decision I've ever made. Thanks for sharing!

Wanda (2010-04-08 03:48:25)
Indeed being apart of family of Christ is the best. He super excees what any human can do. @ Kierah I'm glad to
hear you have a happy marriage. Great news to a single girl :-)

Will Burke (2010-04-08 03:54:30)

Thanks for sharing! All good thing to remember as I have a fresh people that needs to learn everything about this
place!

Are You Growing? (2010-04-08 05:15)

Oh my gosh, I must admit lately I’ve been feeling like a girl back in grade school working hard to get my
A-7Z challenge assignments completed. I could never be glad with an incomplete. Gees let’s get to my post.
Babies, flowers, and definitely my grass seem to grow so fast. I'’ve been reflecting on those things needed to
ensure healthy growth in our lives. Using each letter of the word grow, I discovered some helpful things to
help our spirtitual lives bloom.

G-for Ground. The ground or the type of soil we’re planting in hampers or helps the seeds sown. Jesus,
Himself illustrated through the parable of the sower the impact the ground of our hearts have on the Word
in our lives.

R-for Rain. Just as plants require water, we need the rain of his presence to fall upon us. Life has a way of
leaving us burdened, burned, and bare. Searching for water sources to quench our thirst leads us to broken
relationships, food addictions, alcohol and drug abuse, promiscuity. All promising to quench our dry places
but only leaving us more drained and parched than before.

O-for Opportunities and Obstacles. Yes, I did say obstacles. Obstacles and opportunities for growth present
themselves in very obscure ways. Trials and tribulations produce (if there is production, there is growth)
something within us according to Romans 5:3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials,
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for we know that they are good for us. They help us learn to endure. And endurance develops strength of
character in us, and character strengthens our confident expectation of salvation. So the next time you find
yourself facing and obstacle, remind yourself that you have been granted an opportunity to grow.

W-for Weapons. Oh indeed you need some weapons if you're going to grow. Any good farmer or gardener has
specific tools that help him cultivate the ground and gather the harvest. And the devil is just like pests are to
plants, he comes to infect and ultimately destroy your growth. Therefore, appropriate pesticides(weapons)
are needed. Being as gracious as He is, God has prepared armor for you to wear so that you might stand
against the wiles of the devil. 2 Corinthians 10:4 tells us The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of
the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. (NIV)

I pray that the ground of your heart is soft and receptive to God. And when you find that you are harden
that you’ll allow the rain of His presence to make you supple again. When obstacles and opportunities come
along, may you not shrink back in fear but fearlessly forge ahead knowing that God is right at your side and
that His equipped you with the weapons to overcome.

See what other g-related topics A-Z Challengers are discussing [2]here.

[3]

1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_2ufF2Ki6_qg/S7INLW_z4BI/AAAAAAAAAEM/gesSVWbStYU/s1600/Garden. jpg
2. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

arlee bird (2010-04-08 06:48:17)

Wanda, that was a creative approach with an important message. I'll give you an A+ for that one.
Lee

[1]Blogging From A to Z April Challenge

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/03/blog-boggled-blogging-from-to-z-april.html

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-04-08 09:37:18)
A wonderful post to read, a real pleasure.
Yvonne,

Wanda (2010-04-08 11:36:29)
An A+ really,Arlee...oh my I'm excited. Always did love to receive that grade.
Thanks Yvonne.

Lisa (2010-04-08 18:11:01)

Such a beautiful post. As I go through a time of growth in my spiritual life right now, I can so relate to what you’ve
said. Interesting that you talked about the appetites for “other things” when what we’re really hungry for is more of
Him. I read another post similar in content to that just the other day. Maybe He’s telling me something?

I’'m listening Lord! :)

Have a blessed day!

Pet (2010-04-08 18:47:18)
This is a nice post. Thank you. I have to check out the challengers.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-08 20:00:03)
what an amazing day! love this post! getting fed today, that’s for sure!
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Linda (2010-04-08 23:28:55)

Loving your blog! I am going to be a follower cause I think you are going to have great things to say. I love this
challenge - I write about the first word that comes into my head when I think about each letter. Sometimes it is
random. . .

melodygreen (2010-04-09 00:50:27)
Love the truth amid creativity. :) I am so in agreement with you on areas we need to grow... even the not-so-fun
parts like obstacles...

Patricia Stoltey (2010-04-09 02:26:43)
Hi Wanda — Thanks for dropping by my blog. I just finished reading through several of your posts and really like your
style and topic choices. I'll be checking back for more.....Patricia

Wanda (2010-04-09 03:55:33)
Thanks Lisa, Pet, Patricia, Bud, Linda! You’ve definitely brighten my day. God bless you.

Tori Cooper (2010-04-10 21:25:01)

I hear you on the whole feeling like a girl back in grade school... I'm so behind on my comments! Catching up is not
an easy task... thank God I have today and tomorrow! Wanda, thank you for visiting my blog and commenting... I
want you to know that I’'m doing my best to keep up with you and your beautiful postings! Your entries are always
refreshing and graceful! Love it!

Shanda (2011-05-15 16:26:19)

Thank you so much for this post. I am on my personal A to Z challange of thankfulness and slightly regretting it as I
have limited myself so much in my decision to make the word something I am grateful for; especially as I am getting
to the end with the 'hard’ letters. This post was just what I needed to encourage me to keep going and also to focus
on the scriptures you gave RE obsticles and weappons.

Power in Your Hands (2010-04-09 06:00)

Photo Credit: [2]Nojahn via Flickr

With my hands I shuffle endless heaps of paper at work, add my signature to notes, wash dishes, fold piles
of laundry, and click through my favorite channels with the remote. I use these hands to pat Bella and fill
her doggy dishes. Through these same hands money passes to pay bills. And often within their grip is the
latest book or Bible verse I'm reading. Each of these ordinary and seemingly insignificant tasks keeps my
hands busy. But could this be all that God had in mind for these hands of mine?

You’ve probably read the poem entitled, Whose Hands It’s In, if not I've included at the bottom of the post.
Through the hands of a murderer like Moses, God placed deliverance for a whole nation. In the hands of a
persecutor like Paul, God placed healing for many. The hands of a little shepherd boy like David laid the
assassination of a giant named Goliath. God placed a baby born to be the Savior of the world in the hands
of a virgin girl named Mary. In the hands of fishermen, Christ placed the authority and power to spread the
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Gospel. The hand of one blogger with a single idea was able to unite bloggers across hemispheres to join
an A-Z Challenge. In the hands of a scared farmer named Gideon, God placed the ability to be a rescuer.
These were all ordinary people, whom God choose to use, going about their daily lives. But how did the
insignificant become a candidate for such inspiring and honorable feats? They simply chose to place their
hands in God’s hand.

Now go ahead and take a look at those hands of yours and know that God wants to use those hands as well.
Father we not only place our hands in your hands but our whole lives as well.

Whose Hands it’s In.

A basketball in my hands is worth about $19.

A basketball in Michael Jordan’s hands

Is worth about $33 million.

It depends Whose hands it’s in.

A baseball in my hands is worth about $6.

A baseball in Mark Mcquire’s hands

Is worth $19 million.

It depends Whose hands it’s in.

A tennis racket is useless in my hands.

A tennis racket in Pete Sampras’ hands

Is a Wimbledon Championship.

It depends Whose hands it’s in.

A rod in my hands will keep away a wild animal.

A rod in Moses’ hands

Will part the mighty sea.

It depends Whose hands it’s in.

A sling shot in my hands is a kid’s toy.

A sling shot in David’s hand

Is a mighty weapon.

It depends Whose hands it’s in.

Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in my hands

Is a couple of fish sandwiches.

Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in God’s hands

Will feed thousands.

It depends Whose hands it’s in.

Nails in my hands might produce a birdhouse.

Nails in Jesus Christ’s hands

Will produce salvation for the entire world.

It depends Whose hands it’s in.

So put your concerns, your worries, your fears,

Your hopes, your dreams, your families

And all your relationships into God’s hands.

Because as you can see

It matters Whose hands their in.

Author Unknown

Check out other A-Z challenge participants [3]here.

[4]

1. http://1988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/hands. jpg
2. http://www.flickr.com/photos/nojhan/1571935892/
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3. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/
4. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-04-09 11:03:46)
An amazing blog, It was such a pleasure to read, set me up for the day. Thank you.
Yvonne.

Linda (2010-04-09 15:02:46)
I have chills reading your blog - good chills. You are a fantastic writer - and you are so right about the hands of the
A-7 challenge creator uniting us in a way that would never have happened in our ordinary lives.

Watery Tart (2010-04-09 15:07:34)

Very interesting way to think of it. I hope some day a pen in my hand is worth more that the 3 for a dollar it cost
me...

Makes me think we should all listen to the voice that is telling us what WE ought to be doing to best use our hands.

Wanda (2010-04-09 15:33:16)

Thanks Yvonne. @Linda, God bless you. I’ve never thought of myself as much of a writer but the challenge has been
a blessing to meet so many other talented bloggers. @ Watery Tart, there’s just no telling the plans the Master has
for those hands of yours.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-09 16:06:47)
i think you’re post today IS a real winner!!!
very impressive, Wandal!!!

Rae (2010-04-09 22:19:19)

What a gentle, thought-provoking post...I love realizing that God does guide our hands. It would do us all well to
fold them together in prayer more often.

Looking forward to "I”.

Just Be Real/God Whispers In The Wind (2010-04-10 10:52:58)
Wanda, words to touch my heart. Thank you. I needed this.

Andrea (2010-04-10 12:13:51)

Awesome post!

Thank you so much for your sweet comments on arise 2 write. Sorry it has taken me a couple of days to get over here.
You have an awesome blog. I have joined to follow and look forward to getting to know you.

Blessings, andrea

I is for (2010-04-10 12:25)

I is for the many ideas for topics that are swimming around in my head. However, I've yet to pull them
together into a cohesive post. Perhaps my brain will be better organized later today. In the meantime, I
would like to invite you to visit a fellow blogger who has written an intriguing post entitled [1]Master of
Integrity. You will certainly be blessed. Now head on over there and enjoy a great Saturday.
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2]
1. http://swordofgoliath.blogspot.com/2010/04/master-of-integrity.html

2. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-10 12:50:43)
Wanda, enjoy your day swimming in inspiration. Can’t wait to see what flows from you. Thanks for the mention.
Love above all,

Andrea (2010-04-10 13:43:50)
Hope you have an awesome day.
Blessings, andrea

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-10 18:29:54)
will be keeping an eye out for it. pun intended:)

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-10 18:31:05)

which reminds me...eye haven’t written my own yet!

LaTonya Bynum (2010-04-10 19:10:48)
I feel the same way about the many ideas in my head. I wrote a post titled Why I Don’t Blog As Much As I should.
It helped me to overcome some of the shyness about blogging.

Will Burke (2010-04-11 11:02:21)
Yeah, I had the hardest time sitting to write before the challenge too!

Imposter on the Loose (2010-04-10 23:31)

Yes, it could happen to you.

According to statistics identity theft is on the rise. One report states that one in four households in the US
is affected by it. While certain age groups have higher incidences of id theft, it happens to people from all
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walks of life. Encarta dictionary defines identity as the name or essential character that identifies somebody
or something; the set of characteristics that somebody recognizes as belonging uniquely to himself or herself
and constituting his or her individual personality for life.

What things or characteristics do you identify with yourself? There is a song I listen to from time to time
by Lacrae called Identity. The words of the chorus are:

I’'m not the shoes I wear, I'm not the clothes I buy
I’'m am not the house I live in, I’'m not the car I drive
I’'m not the job I work, You can’t define my worth
By nothing on God’s green earth, my identity is found in Christ.

I believe one of the greatest thefts in the body of Christ is stolen identities. The enemy fights hard to keep
us locked away from the truth of who God has called us to be. As long as we don’t know who we are and
the power and authority that he has placed within these earthen vessels, the enemy is able to steal, kill, and
destroy our love ones, our hopes, passions, and faith. Keeping us chained to our old man thus rendering us
ineffective in the kingdom of God. Our true identity can only be found by fellowshipping with the Creator.

2]
1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/SS8EBQg40E1I/AAAAAAAAAEU/7b_bneNef jg/s1600/identity_theft+photo.jpg
2. http://wuw.mylivesignature.com/

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-11 00:04:31)

you nailed this one, Wanda! i was here a few month’s after losing it ALL to the enemy. one of the problems when
this happened to me was when i got back into sin, it was ten times worse to get out of then before. what a lot of
people fail to recognize is that the enemy really wants to kill us literally not figuratively. if he can’t get to us, he will
use someone closer to us. abiding is my only hope!

Wanda (2010-04-11 01:31:04)
Oh yes, he’s a real enemy who aims to complete his assignment by any means necessary.

Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-11 02:50:16)
Awesome post. I agree whole-heartedly.

Roland D. Yeomans (2010-04-11 04:00:41)

I read your profile and loved it. You’re right. The Father would not have given us the Dream if He did not want us
to follow it with all our heart.

If you have the time and inclination, would you check out my entry in the murder scene blogfest. It is a historical
fantasy, set in 1853 aboard a transatlantic steamer bound for Paris. 1853 where morality was as razor-edged for men
of principle as it is now.

http://rolandyeomans.blogspot.com/.

Thanks, Roland

Linda (2010-04-11 11:46:24)
Good choice for I-day. If my ID card has heaven as my "home address”, do people who know me and ”look” at my ID
card see me as identified with Christ? That is my question to ponder today.
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Gregg (2010-04-11 12:32:13)

Good post and great analogy! We do need to know who we are in Christ. Although we have a large part in the
responsibility of knowing this, the fault lies with poor teaching on the part of biblical teachers. We have such a
shortage of them today and it the problem continues to grow worse.

Wanda (2010-04-11 13:21:24)

@Raquel-thanks

@Roland, thanks for stopping by and when I get a moment I’ll be sure to stop by your place.

@Linda, good point, I was reading a scripture the other day and was pondering the same thing about self.
@Gregg, true we perish due to lack of knowledge.

Lisa (2010-04-11 15:36:52)

Great post Wanda. I read the last paragraph twice so that I could fully grasp what you were saying, with my heart.
And grasp it I did. My hearts desire is to live as close to my Master so any deception by the enemy falls on deaf ears.
Thanks friend for being His vessel.

Hugs,

Lisa

Ellie (2010-04-11 17:17:45)
Great post, you put a lot of great info in here Love the lyrics, you really tied this up nicely!

Wanda (2010-04-12 03:14:37)
@ Lisa being close to what is authentic helps us to recognize the counterfeit.
@ Ellie thanks!

Mike (2010-04-12 15:48:20)
Great post. I pray that God will reveal more and more who we are in Christ. Awesome :)

Tori Cooper (2010-04-15 22:12:45)

So true what you say... we got to get to the point where we believe what God says we are instead of all those lies...
the bible says Satan is the father of lies... although it is easy to believe them... freedom lies behind truth... They
shall know the truth, and the truth shall set them free! JOHN 8:32 God’s word is truth (JOhn 17;17)

Capturing the Journey (2010-04-12 05:01)

A place to reflect on days gone by...

A safe place to dream and envision life as I wish it could be...

A place to juggle my thoughts and release the rage or disappointment within...

A journal has been my place to release all the rumblings in my head for quite some time.

When I was much younger, I wrote in it daily but find that now days, weeks, and sometimes even months go
by without writing in my journal. It’s interesting to read back through my journal to see how I've progressed
in my journey through life. So many of the things I was once consumed with now have little significance in
my life. Other things that I thought I never could get through I found that God has moved me pass. It’s
the place I write the whisperings from God and in times of drought, reviewing them makes my heart glad to
recall the promises He’s spoken. How do you document your life’s journey?

This post is a part of the A-Z challenge. Find other J-topics [1]here.
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Rae (2010-04-12 10:24:55)

I have a cardboard box full of journals from the past 30 years or so. Sometimes it’s fun (and funny) to pull one out
and read some of the things that were happening at the time. It is strange how some worries were so petty and some
wishes were so shallow. And it is bittersweet to see my family and my life’s story bloom from the pages.

Sadly, I haven’t kept a journal (other than my blogs) for several years now.

Just Be Real/God Whispers In The Wind (2010-04-12 10:44:22)
That is wonderful that you were able to journal your feelings and progress over the years. Blessings.

Linda (2010-04-12 12:43:56)
Well friend, we were thinking alike. I wrote about journey also. My journal is becoming my blog - and hopefully this
will progress into a journal for my children and grandchildren to read and learn about life and about me.

Andrea (2010-04-12 15:10:15)
I have journaled every day for years. It has been my way to release and work through many things in my life.
Blessings, andrea

Lisa (2010-04-12 15:34:19)
I have recently started a gratitude journal. I try to document, every day, 10 things I’'m thankful for from that day. It
puts so much into perspective and makes me realize how incredibly blessed I really am. Great post!

Debra Harris-Johnson (2010-04-12 16:13:34)
Hi Wanda it’s Debra from Dream Weaver thanks for visiting me this morning. I love your blog and I love that you
said ”a safe place to dream in.” Talk again soon. Trying to leave everyone at least 1comment this month.

Gregg (2010-04-12 16:47:15)
I have just started journaling in my morning devotions. it is strange for.
Funny how things change as time goes by, huh?

Jen (2010-04-12 17:24:20)
Beautiful word, Journey is definietly true for me in every aspect of life and I love to document my journey’s in note-
books and with photos when I can!

Wanda (2010-04-12 17:34:04)

-Linda, that’s great that you're leaving a legacy for your children and grandchildren through your blog.

-Andrea, I just can seem to muster the discipline to journal daily.

-Lisa, a gratitude journal is a great idea. So many times we're too busy complaining or whining that fail to realize
there’s a lot to be grateful.

-Debra, thanks for stopping by.

-Greg, yes it’s funny to see the progress made in life.

-Jen, life’s a journey indeed.
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Mary McDonald (2010-04-12 17:40:42)
Beautiful post, Wanda. You definitely have a way with words. I never did any journal writing until about six weeks
ago. I'm enjoying it and hope it becomes a habit.

Ellie (2010-04-12 17:48:09)

I love how journaling has helped you so much! I love what you shared and you are right, we are thinking alike today!
;-D

Lorena G. Sims (2010-04-12 18:05:12)

I love reading my journals, it gives me mix feelings, well, it depends on what journal I come across with and read.

I have many journals but never used all the pages.. I just can’t seem to be faithful in writing and documenting my
daily life.

arlee bird (2010-04-12 18:59:06)

Journaling really is a great idea. I've tried doing it at times, but never keep up with it. I guess my documentation
of my life’s journey is a hodgepodge of random writings, photographs, video, letters, and all of the miscellania that I
tend to keep.

Good word for J.

Lee

[1]Blogging From A to Z April Challenge

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/03/blog-boggled-blogging-from-to-z-april.html

Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-12 19:36:49)
All this talk about journaling is making me want to go buy one.

ModernDayDrifter (2010-04-13 00:40:48)
I document my journey with a blog too. This is a great J post.
Also, thanks for your warm comments on my blog. I hope you have a great evening.

Trudy (2010-04-13 01:32:09)

T used to journal constantly but sadly, have gotten away from it. I'd like to start again after the baby is born...I think
those would be some wonderful years to look back on. I also used to keep a prayer journal and it was wonderful to
look back and see how faithful God was...even if I didn’t feel it at the time.

Blessings to you Wandal!

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-13 01:54:46)
guess i’d say my blog is my journey/journal:)

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-13 01:55:49)
btw...you’re putting a lot of thought into your posts!

Not enough hours! (2010-04-13 15:13:50)

Isn’t it wonderful to read your journal and see how far you have come. I used to journal, but now, it is my blog that
is my journal. And it is wonderful that I have people like you on my journey.

Rayna

Beth (2010-04-15 01:17:22)
I never really felt the call to journal when I was younger. When I first began blogging a journal was all I doing it for.
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K is for King (2010-04-13 06:00)

When I think of the letter k, king is the first word that comes to mind. Attired in royal robes and commanding
His subjects is the picture I see of a King. A king governs with power and authority. He’s one who is served
and doesn’t entertain the common folk. Instead he dines with other rulers and leading authorities.

Yet I'm reminded how so many people in Bible times missed the King of kings because He didn’t come
packaged in the stately garments in which they expected. Rather than glitz and glamour, my King arrived
on earth’s scene in a plain and humble manner. He didn’t grow up with a silver spoon in His mouth but as
the son of an ordinary carpenter. The kingdom He came to establish was not about lording over others or
seeking positions of grandeur. Instead he taught that servanthood is the way to true greatness.

Grateful that He chose to utilize the ordinary, mundane, often-overlooked people in society to advance His
Kingdom. Otherwise, there would be no hope for a girl like me. His kingdom is not based on race, age, or
economic status but open to all who will believe and confess. Matthew 21:32 John came to show you the
right way to live. You did not believe him, but the tax collectors and prostitutes believed him. Even after
seeing this, you still refused to change your ways and believe him. Have you accepted the invitation to be a
part of the Kingdom? If not, there’s still time left.

Be sure to visit other A-Z challengers [1]here.

2]

1. htp://tossitout.blogspot.com/

2. http://wuw.mylivesignature.com/

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-04-13 07:13:25)
Thank you for a wonderful post,most enjoyable to read.
Yvonne,

Wanda (2010-04-13 12:04:05)
Thanks Yvonne!

Linda (2010-04-13 13:07:21)
Beautifully said. Reading your posts is always an inspiration.

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-13 13:53:47)

Wanda, thanks for the reminder that the least will be the greatest. Some people stress themselves trying to be No. 1
with man while forgetting the God who created them to just be...be still and know that He is.

Love above all.

Andrea (2010-04-13 14:41:13)
Blessings and prayers,
andrea

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-13 19:09:08)
wish i could say things so well as you do....in shorter posts:)

Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-13 19:46:30)
Inspirational and thought provoking. Great post.
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Kierah Jane Reilly (2010-04-13 22:46:43)
You said that so well!

Gregg (2010-04-13 23:09:48)
Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess!

Jen (2010-04-13 23:30:50)
Awe what an amazing post!!! Thank you for sharing!!! King is an excellent word!

Lisa (2010-04-13 23:45:03)
”Otherwise, there would be no hope for a girl like me.” Powerful words. I’'m so glad He came!
Great post my friend!

Grammy (2010-04-14 00:49:43)

I think that sometimes we are so busy with "life” that we tend to forget about giving honor and allegiance to the King
of Kings. Thanks for the reminder to us.

Ruby

Lorena G. Sims (2010-04-14 02:19:51)
Such a great post. Thanks for sharing.

Ellie (2010-04-14 02:22:45)
Very inspirational! A wonderful reminder

Niki (2010-04-14 02:39:03)
I enjoyed reading this, thank you :0)
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Lifting the Labels (2010-04-14 14:15)

1]

Clothing, cars, bottles, bags, boxes, purses, shoes, and cans are just of the few places that you can find a
label. There are designer labels and others are just generic names. Companies spend big bucks trying to
market their labels so their brand stands out. When we see a particular label or logo, we instantly recognize
the company that produces the product. Amazingly before children are even able to read, they know those
golden arches means McDonalds is nearby. We don’t have to see the words Nike but that little swoosh sign
easily makes the shoes recognizable.

Labels serve to describe something or identify an item, its contents or manufacturer. And we associate
certain characteristics with a specific label thus defining its value or potential. However, labels also limit our
expectancy. If a can is labeled as corn, we don’t expect to open it and find green beans. In life sometimes we
acquire labels that attempt to define us and affect our perception of ourselves and others. Teachers might
have labeled you has dumb. Maybe, your family called you the black sheep. Of course, not all labels are
negative. Whether the label is smart, you're just like your father, or you’re no good, those who have been
labeled find themselves living out those labels at times. I remember reading about an experiment with a
group of students. Divided into two groups, one group of students labeled as smart and the other as average.
Surprisingly, each group’s academic performance was at the level they had been identified.

It reminds of the story of Jacob in the Bible. His own mother gave him a name that means trickster, deceiver
or supplanter (to take the place of another through force, scheming/strategy) and he certainly fulfilled that
role. Not only did he steal his brothers birthright but also his blessing. But the good news is that although
labels sure have a way of sticking to us, they don’t have to be attached for a lifetime. Just like Jacob was
given a new name (Israel) so do we when we accept Christ as Savior. No longer am I stuck living out labels
or stuck in sin. For He gives me a new label of overcomer, chosen, righteous... just to name a few.

My mom being the recycler that she is often reuses jars and although she would remove the label, they
hardly ever all came off at one time. Even after repeated washings, parts of the label would still be attached.
As believers we are the same way, having lived much of our lives with certain labels, we don’t always find it
easy to lift the labels of our past and walk in the freedom of our new labels. But as we continue to bathe
our minds in His Words and declare what He says about us, those old labels will lose their stickiness.
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2 Corinthians 5:17 Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person. The past is forgotten, and everything is
new. (CEV)

2 Corinthians 5: 16-17 Because of this decision we don’t evaluate people by what they have or how they
look. We looked at the Messiah that way once and got it all wrong, as you know. We certainly don’t look at
him that way anymore. Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a
fresh start, is created new. The old life is gone; a new life burgeons! (The Message)

Check out other A-Z challenge participants [2]here.

[3]

1. http://1988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/drp. jpg
2. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/
3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Ellie (2010-04-14 14:55:32)

Wanda, Bravo, this is so well done!

Sad, but true! You brought so much to the table with the label. I loved it! I recycle and can relate to removing the
labels. We as a society need to stop summing people up with labels. There are many facets to a personality and
people’s talents. Great post!

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-14 15:08:13)

Wanda, it is all so true and sad. Many opportunities are missed when we look at labels. We miss the chances to give
and receive.

May we continue to do all to God’s glory.

Lisa (2010-04-14 16:22:53)

My goodness what an interesting spin you put on labels and the effect that can have on our lives. I'm so glad that
our Redeemer has the "Goo Gone” to remove those labels once and for all!

Great post!

Mike (2010-04-14 16:40:20)
Great post. I had this experience where God gave me a new name. I've never told anyone what it is. My challenge
is, can they ’see’ what my new name is through my life? Blessings :)

Beth (2010-04-14 17:18:43)

What a wonderful post! LOVE this! Sorry I seem to have missed you before. I keep thinking I have made it to all
the A to Z blogs and then I find another that I had managed to miss. T'll blame it on my blonde roots! :) Anyway ...
I’'m following your blog now and look forward to hearing/reading more of your heart!

Andrea (2010-04-14 19:39:03)

WOW..great post! Very thought provoking.
Blessings, hugs, and prayers,

andrea

Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-14 19:40:07)
Awesome post. So true and hopeful to know that we are not what people say we are.
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Elizabeth West (2010-04-14 20:41:50)

True. I lived with a label growing up that made my life very hard. I'm still fighting it because family originated it,
and is still perpetuating it in some ways.

How very difficult it is to shed those labels. We should try our best to avoid categorizing people as much as we can.

Gregg (2010-04-14 21:31:49)
Very good use of the idea of labels. Very imaginative and a good analogy.

Linda (2010-04-14 22:35:53)
I love your take on labels - especially about the part where sometimes the old labels don’t always come off. I am so
thankful God gives us a new label. I talked about labels today too though in a totally different vein.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-14 23:02:12)
loved your approach. encouraging too:)

Grammy (2010-04-15 01:42:41)

Hi, Putting the wrong "label” on someone can totally mess up their lives. You are correct in your take on labels.
Thanks for a really thought provoking post.

Ruby

Debra Harris-Johnson (2010-04-15 03:23:07)
I hate when someone label kids dumb, ugly, fat etc; all those negative things tend to stick and stay.
What a great blog. I love it!

Wanda (2010-04-15 04:20:02)
Thanks to each of you for sharing thoughts. Blessings to you.

Tori Cooper (2010-04-15 22:07:50)

Love it! I like how you talked about bathing our minds in His Words... when we fill our hearts and mind with the
Word of God and start to belief it all those "labels” start to fade... great post topic!

My Mind is Pondering (2010-04-15 06:30)

[1] EESEEE
"M” is the letter of the day for the [2]A-Z Challenge. I considered mentioning mothers and even money
matters. But the subject of marriage has my mind mesmerized at the moment. Not because I'm some expert
in the matter but as a young, single, professional Christian woman, I'm concerned about getting it right.
The fact that so many marriages, even among Christians, today end in divorce is rather alarming to me.
Understandably being Christian doesn’t exempt one from the pressures and challenges that any marriage
faces, I've just always believe that somehow two Christians entering marriage could certainly beat the odds.
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So my questions is to those of you who are happily hanging in marriage, what’s the secret (for the lack of a
better word) to making marriage work? Or what tools are essential to having a happy marriage?

[3]

1. http://i988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/weddingbands. jpg
2. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/
3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Andrea (2010-04-15 13:34:37)
Essential tools:

Focus on GOD

Lots of prayer

Unconditional love

Hugs, andrea

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-15 13:36:15)

Hello Wanda! Marriage...what a word to think on. Trust is the core. We can’t have a relationship with God if we
can’t trust Him, and we can’t have a marriage without trust.

Trust in marriage begins long before the marriage. Each person must have developed a trusting relationship with
God. That trust in God gives us what we need to make wise decisions, including that critical decision of who we
should marry. TRUST, TRUST & TRUST! Without it, there is no honesty, no humility, no Godly submission, no
love. There must be trust.

arlee bird (2010-04-15 14:52:00)

As one who is on his 3rd marriage I might not seem like the go to guy on this topic. Believe me, I was not happy
about any of my divorces and would have never let them happen if it had been totally up to me. I think divorce laws
should be much more rigid and biblical.

Aside from the good advice given so far I would add extreme patience and commitment. 1 Corinthians chapter 13
should be the study guide for you and any prospective partner before you enter into a marriage and throughout the
partnership.

I hope you find the partner you deserve and that when you go into the contract that it is intended for life. Divorce is
one of the worst things I've ever had to deal with and I don’t recommend it for anyone.

Lee

[1]Blogging From A to Z April Challenge

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/03/blog-boggled-blogging-from-to-z-april.html

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-15 15:52:32)
...disqualify myself to answer this one:)
but agree 100 % with what Lee said AND experienced...

Shannon (2010-04-15 15:54:54)

There is no secret, love each other the way God teaches you to do in His word, don’t just give 50 % of yourself to your
mate, give 100 % of yourself to the marriage...communicate every day, it is a wonderful tool...lol...men cannot read
our minds, so don’t make them, tell them what you want because they really don’t know..we are wired emotionally,
men are wired visually, it’s a fact, God made them that way! These are my secrets, if you want to call them that, to

a wonderful marriage!
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Linda (2010-04-15 17:30:32)
Commitment. Start like you want to finish - together. And everything Lee said.

Faith Imagined (2010-04-15 18:58:45)
I agree with everything. I also want to add that you be physically intimate with your hubby as much as possible. He
will greatly appreciate this advice!

Tori Cooper (2010-04-15 22:04:24)

Totally agree with Shannon and Faith Imagined... unfortunately no one is exempt from tough times. So it is important
to remember we all have to fight to keep the marriage healthy and strong.

Marriage is hard work and not for the weary. My husband & I decided at the very beginning that if we married,
divorce wasn’t an option, that we would do whatever we could to make it work, and we would always put Christ in
the center of our relationship.

We believe that marriage is a full time ministry in itself. I am called to minister to my husband and he to me... as
long as we are keeping our minds on loving Jesus and loving each other... all is well.

Some Christians run off elsewhere to participate in "ministry” neglecting their #1 ministry- their family. A family
starts when a man & woman marry not when they have children. I guess that’s why Paul remained single- so he could
focus on saving the world and not have to worry about saving his marriage. Marriage is not for everyone. There is a
great book out there by Dr. Emerson called "Love & Respect”... boils it down to two basic needs... a women generally
needs to feel loved and a man generally need to feel respected. Check it out sometime. :-D

Wanda (2010-04-15 23:46:00)
All such good advice. Thanks for sharing guys. I’ll have to check that book out, Tori.

Mary McDonald (2010-04-16 00:00:35)
This year, I'll be married 25 years. I wish I had some secret, but I don’t. I guess it’s mostly being committed and
realizing that that there are going to be rough patches but that there will be good times too.

Lisa (2010-04-16 00:20:57)

Since I'm divorced Wanda, I really have no right to address this question, but I do feel like I know the answer. When
my husband (ex) and I allowed ourselves to fall away from God and started doing our own thing, our marriage fell
apart. If Christ is the center of ANYTHING you do, everything will be okay.

Living Water (2010-04-16 01:34:48)

I guess it’s about truth, trust, tolerance, communication, commitment, companionship, communion, and completeness.
Personally, it has much to do with accepting one another for who we are inspite of.

I love my wife and I am still growing in love for her even after 20 years. We do things together and we hide nothing
from each other. We share and communicate in times of joy and in times of sorrow, in prosperity and in poverty,
to hold each other up and to go through difficult times together, without forgetting to be thankful to God always,
knowing He is always in control.

As in the marriage vow, it is being there for each other to have and to hold, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer,
in sickness or in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part.

[1]Read more ...

1. http://livwater.blogspot.com/2010/04/keeping-marriage.html

Ellie (2010-04-16 03:51:33)

I have been married 25 yrs... The secret is to have your own hobbies, respect for one another and marry

a sailor, they go away a lot. I'm kidding, though it is true. We probably have been together only 15 yrs. It is a give
n’ take relationship, sometimes you have to take the high road. It takes a lot of faith, trust and communication.
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LaMecia Ward-Pree (2010-04-16 04:16:59)
Enjoyed each comments. Really good blog also

Wanda (2010-04-16 22:28:08)
Thanks Mary, Lisa, Living Water, and Lamecia. Lisa experience is a good teacher to know what to avoid. I appreciate
you sharing what you learned.

Kathleen (2010-04-21 05:55:31)

I have pondered this often what makes a good marriage. I have been married for almost 17 years now.

Most of these keys have already been mentioned but I just wanted to agree: a 100 % commitment; it is not a 50-50
deal. Each of you has to give 100 %.

Communication and an ability to resolve conflict. A good sense of humor! Laugh a lot together. When times were
tough and we needed to communicate — my husband also needed (and so did I but didn’t know it) was to go have
FUN together and laugh and remember how & why we fell in love.

We have had to make each other a priority, especially in these season of kids and high-demand in careers. Sitting next
to each other (not letting children between), once-a-month date nights, talking with each uninterupted when kids are
awake (small increments of time).

And prayer, the grace of God, godly examples of long marriages (both my husband & I have great examples in our
parents & grandparents, etc).

I also highly recommend marriage conferences at all seasons of life. They usually get you talking about topics that
are easy to go undiscussed especially because a spouse gets defensive when you bring it up. But here the conference
people said to talk about THIS and so you're talking about THIS because they said to not because one of you had an
agenda and that helps.

The Love & Respect book is good. I recommend that as well.

Kathleen

prochaskas (2010-04-21 12:49:18)

Realistic expectations. Honeymoon infatuation and the chills don’t last and aren’t designed to. Expect lots of ordinary
days. You will — and should — argue / discuss, because you will have conflicts — you're two different people. Toss out
the fairy tale ideals, and set your sights on "good enough,” with gratitude.

We’ve been married thirteen years. I wouldn’t call it a fabulous, thrilling, inspirational marriage, but it’s good enough.
We are committed, we keep trying to stay connected and to trust God and one another and to forgive. We've both
made lots of progress in accepting each other and the chronic conflicts we have, and accepting baby steps instead of
sweeping changes. There are still dark days, but we trust.

Wanda (2010-04-21 17:38:02)
Kathleen and Prochaskas what a wealth of wisdome you’ve both shared. And thanks for the book recommendation.

Never Say Never (2010-04-16 07:00)

NEVER...not ever; at no time, not in any degree, not under any condition. Have you ever found yourself
using the word never? Nope not ever going to do that again. Under no condition will I do this or that.
When I was in college there was certainly some courses, I didn’t think I'd ever use. One such course I did
everything possible to avoid, but as luck would have it, I was force to take a certain social gerontology course
due to scheduling conflicts. Well I had NO intentions of ever using the material from the course BUT for
the past 8 or 10 years I've been working in the field of aging. NEVER saw that coming.

So much in my life hasn’t quite turned out the way I expected. But I find comfort in knowing that although
I don’t always know the way that I'm to take, I serve a God who had a plan for me (and you) before I was
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even formed in my mother’s womb. And His plan is good and not evil. I’'m learning to trust Him more and
more to lead me and not seek my own way.

And to use another n-word NEW. I would like to say thanks to all the new followers. It’s been such a pleasure
getting to read all the new blogs, I've discovered through the [1]A-Z challenge.

2]

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/
2. http://wuw.mylivesignature.com/

The Alliterative Allomorph (2010-04-16 09:38:48)
I never say never, either :) OOPS ...

Just Be Real/God Whispers In The Wind (2010-04-16 10:43:28)
Wanda, I really like this post. I need improvement in my "never” category. Thanks for this inspiring post. Blessings
to you.

Will Burke (2010-04-16 11:28:30)
I noticed that "Never” (and "Always”) work better as poetic devices than actual statements. There’s usually an ex-
ception to whatever defining statement I wish to make!

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-16 16:23:31)

Wanda, I laughed as I read your post. I tend to say NOPE, NO and NEVER to stuff that doesn’t seem to fit my
purpose, but I've learned along the way that the stuff 'm trying to reject is exactly what is in God’s plan for me.
Love above all.

Linda (2010-04-16 18:16:39)
Some of the most fun I have had has been when I said Yes to God especially on something I knew nothing about! T
agree with the Never say Never - except for what Gospel Drive Disciples wrote today! Check that one out.

Wanda (2010-04-16 22:21:03)

@Alliterative- :0)

@JBR-God bless you.

@Will, that’s true.

@ Bluebutterfly, those are usually the things we most want to say nope/never to but end being a great blessing in the
end.

@Linda, I’ll be sure to check out that post. Always interesting to see someone else take on a subject.

Gregg (2010-04-17 00:02:09)

First of all, Linda, thank you for the plug.

Second, Wanda, I agree we have to be very careful about saying never, especially to a sovereign God who is Lord over
this universe!

Beth (2010-04-17 01:52:07)
I've found that every time I say that I will never do something God makes a point of making sure I eat those words!

)
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CeCe Wilson (2010-04-17 02:12:05)
I said NEVER once when I told God and my husband (before we got married) that I would NEVER, NEVER, NEVER
live in Tennessee! Those five years in TN were the best I've ever had and when I grow up I plan to go back. . .

Lisa (2010-04-17 02:41:50)
I have really enjoyed your posts, Wanda. I know that when I come here, I will be uplifted in some way. Thank you!

Ellie (2010-04-17 04:00:02)
I said, Never once, and then I never did again! I like how you ended on a positive note, with New! It is
a pleasure to read your view...great stuff!

Tori Cooper (2010-04-20 05:18:57)
Once I said, I would never move to San Diego... and guess where God told me to move...? San Diego. God is good...
and he does have a plan! Not for evil but good! Yay!

Open to Opportunity (2010-04-17 15:02)

Opportunities are around us daily. Opportunities to choose joy over sadness, to try something new over
being stuck in the mundane, to walk in obedience, to touch the life of someone else, or to share the good
news of the Gospel. Chances to rejoice rather than complain are available. Occasions to smile instead of
frown. You know opportunities, big or small; our lives are full of them.

When I look back over my life, I wonder just how many opportunities have I missed. Much of my life has
been lived out confined into a small, safe box, in a way. Having been the shy, introverted type didn’t lend
itself to exploring new frontiers. Stifled by the fear of rejection and insecurities, I lost chances to meet and
fellowship with new people. At times, I failed to obey the voice of God, preventing Him from revealing
Himself to me in new ways. Immobilized by the fear of failure or fear of what others might think, I didn’t
take the chance of engaging in new activities. Being so self-absorbed and consumed with the “what-ifs”, I
neglected to share a word of encouragement that could have rendered aide to a fellow brother or sister.

I heard a lady once say that Passing Over Opportunities Repeatedly leaves you POOR. And I must agree.
Hearing the word poor, we might immediately think of it economic terms but it simply means less than what
is normal, necessary, or desirable; or low quality. Not seizing opportunities for new relationships can leave
you with a low quality of companionship and less than normal chances for growth. For iron sharpens iron.
As we walk in obedience, our faith increases. Lately, I've began to step out in small areas of obedience and
I’'ve seen my confidence in not only God’s willingness to use me but His great desire to use me in service to
Him. He wants to use me, despite my insecurities and my personal temperament.

You may find that like me, you have overlooked a few opportunities. Don’t despair. Every day that you
awaken you are given the chance to begin again. The same ones do not always come around again but rest
assured that if you're living, God is opening doors of opportunity to you each and every day. It’s up to us
what we do with them.

I found a few keys in maximizing opportunities:

1) Conquering fear —some things you have to do afraid.

2) Being alert/aware- live consciously knowing that opportunities are available daily

3) Obeying God’s voice/word

4) Preparation — it’s too late to get prepared when opportunities present themselves.

A few scriptures to meditate on regarding opportunities:

Galatians 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong
to the family of believers. (NIV)

Ephesians 5:11-16 Don’t waste your time on useless work, mere busywork, the barren pursuits of darkness.
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Expose these things for the sham they are. It’s a scandal when people waste their lives on things they must
do in the darkness where no one will see. Rip the cover off those frauds and see how attractive they look in
the light of Christ.

Wake up from your sleep,

Climb out of your coffins;

Christ will show you the light!

So watch your step. Use your head. Make the most of every chance you get. These are desperate times!
(The Message)

Colossians 4:4-6 Pray diligently. Stay alert, with your eyes wide open in gratitude. Don’t forget to pray for
us, that God will open doors for telling the mystery of Christ, even while I'm locked up in this jail. Pray
that every time I open my mouth I'll be able to make Christ plain as day to them. Use your heads as you
live and work among outsiders. Don’t miss a trick. Make the most of every opportunity. Be gracious in your
speech. The goal is to bring out the best in others in a conversation, not put them down, not cut them out.
(The Message)

Mark 13:9 When these things begin to happen, watch out! You will be handed over to the local councils and
beaten in the synagogues. You will stand trial before governors and kings because you are my followers. But
this will be your opportunity to tell them about me. (NLT)

Luke 4:13 When the devil had finished tempting Jesus, he left him until the next opportunity came.

James 1:2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy.
(NLT)

Lord, forgive me for all the times I failed to take advantage of the opportunities presented to me. Open my
eyes that I might see the opportunities all around me. And give me the courage and boldness needed to not
only see but seize every God given opportunity. Amen

Now go in peace and may you enjoy a blessed weekend. Be sure to check out other ”0” related topics in the
[1]A-Z challenge.

2]

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

2. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Will Burke (2010-04-17 15:13:07)
I can see why "conquoring fear” was #1. I’ve found that the absence of fear is a mental disorder, and the spite of fear
is courage.

Will Burke (2010-04-17 15:13:12)
I can see why "conquoring fear” was #1. I’ve found that the absence of fear is a mental disorder, and the spite of fear
is courage.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-17 15:34:22)
...80 true! Wanda, you’ve written some terrific posts. this one especially i can relate to all too welll!! you deserve an
award for this one...IMHO! i hope you have a WONDERFULLLLL weekend IN HIS PRESENCE!!!

Shannon (2010-04-17 16:33:47)

Wonderfully done and well said! I so agree that we do miss so many opportunities because of one thing or an-
other...thanks for sharing and for the reminder to just trust God!
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Mary McDonald (2010-04-17 17:37:08)
I wonder how many opportunities I've missed because I didn’t know they were staring me in the face?

Grammy (2010-04-17 18:07:09)

Oh, my goodness, gracious yes! How awful it is to realize we let wonderful opportunities pass us by. This was a really
great posting! Thank you for reminding me.

Ruby

Linda (2010-04-17 21:43:02)
Such a wonderful reminder and wonderful scripture references. I am especially drawn to Col. 4:4 when it says we
should keep our eyes wide open In gratitude! Thank you for challenging us on this Saturday.

ModernDayDrifter (2010-04-17 23:51:49)
Such a good post to make us think. I know I’ve missed so many opportunities myself. I guess it’s a rule of life or
something. Awesome bible readings to share too! Thanks!

AmbitiousSingleMom (2010-04-18 00:08:09)

I too often sit back and think of all the different opportunities that I let sip by and it sometimes saddens me. I get sad
because I cannot go back. But I try my best to now notice when something is right in front of my face so to speak. I
don’t always see what’s there, but I'm a work in progress.

This was a really good post. Thank You...

Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-18 00:57:49)
Passing Over Opportunities Repeatedly leaves you POOR...I liked this. Inspirational post.

arlee bird (2010-04-18 05:54:01)

You have spoken for me. I am poorer now because I did not take advantage of so many, many opportunities when I
was younger. That is indeed part of the foolishness of youth. That was a really fine post that spoke to many of us.
Lee

[1]May 3rd A to Z Challenge Reflections Mega Post

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/04/overview.html

Tahereh (2010-04-18 06:19:33)
a beautiful post. thanks so much for sharing :)

Wanda (2010-04-18 14:08:41)

@ Will, I believe that fear is a natural response, otherwise, scripture would not be filled with statements telling us
not to fear.

@Bud,thanks and hope you have blessed weekend too.

@Shannon,trust is vital

@Mary, I believe there’s so much we’re blind to but I pray God opens are eyes.

@Grammy, bless you

@Linda, Col 4:4 is a good one indeed.

@ModernDayDrifter, we all have missed some; just have to make the most of the present.
@AmbitiousSingleMom-being present in our present day is the best we can do.

@Raquel-thanks, I had never thought of that way until I hear another woman of God speak that phrase.
@Arlee-I think missed opportunities is something we all have in common.

@Tahereh-thanks for stopping by.
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Gregg (2010-04-18 22:45:01)
Good post, always good to be reminded by these things and to take stock.

Ellie (2010-04-19 00:59:59)
Great post; I love the way you think and how you bring key points to attention, Well Done!!!

Essential P’s in the Race of Life (2010-04-19 20:25)

[1]
Today the A-Z challenge continues and the letter of the day is P. As I pondered on various p-topics, two words
were plastered in the forefront of mind-patience and perseverance. Unlike you perhaps, I don’t always like
the sound of the word of patience. It conjures up ideas of extended periods of waiting, waiting, and waiting.
Rather it’s waiting in line, being delayed by a slow driver in traffic, or sitting idly in the doctor’s office, I
don’t always exhibit much patience. I become antsy, anxious, and complain because it’s seems like such a
waste of time not being able to progress at faster speeds. Merriam Webster’s dictionary defines patience
as the capacity, habit, or fact of being patient. Patient is defined as bearing pains or trials calmly with-
out complaint; not hasty; manifesting forbearance under provocation or strain; steadfast despite opposition,
difficulty, or adversity. In some cases, the only choice we have other than waiting is forgoing the item or
experience. Patience has to do with my attitude during the wait. And did you know that God is concerned
about how we wait in life? The Word of God is filled with promises but they don’t appear overnight; there’s a
time to wait on the fulfillment of the promise. Because He is God we can’t control the timing of the promise’s
arrival; so waiting is inevitable but our attitude during this period is pretty important.

In my reading, I came across Colossians 1:10-12 which states, And we pray this in order that you may live a
life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have
great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. (NIV) I like to compare various translations of scripture and
really like the Amplified version of verse 11- [We pray| that you may be invigorated and strengthened with all
power according to the might of His glory, [to exercise| every kind of endurance and patience (perseverance
and forbearance) with joy. The Message gives another look at Colossians 1:9-10 Be assured that from the
first day we heard of you, we haven’t stopped praying for you, asking God to give you wise minds and spirits
attuned to his will, and so acquire a thorough understanding of the ways in which God works. We pray that
you’ll live well for the Master, making him proud of you as you work hard in his orchard. As you learn more
and more how God works, you will learn how to do your work. We pray that you’ll have the strength to stick
it out over the long haul—not the grim strength of gritting your teeth but the glory-strength God gives. It
is strength that endures the unendurable and spills over into joy, thanking the Father who makes us strong
enough to take part in everything bright and beautiful that he has for us.

These passages of scripture speak volumes to me today. If I'm to have any increase in fruitfulness, produc-
tivity, or knowledge of God in my life, patience and perseverance are going to be essential. To accomplish

56



any goal, like weight loss for example, one must persist in a particular state or undertaking in spite of coun-
terinfluences, opposition or discouragement. And God knows that I have failed to complete some things I
started in life. Some things I started out strong but quickly became discouraged or too impatient to see
the end results. Looking at the passage, I see two other important P’s to incorporate in my life-prayer and
power. My human power alone will only get me so far but being infused with His power gives me the ability
to wait patiently and persevere. And prayer helps to tap into the greater power.

Discover what other A-Z challengers are discussing [2]here.

Flickr photo by [3]Jacob Garcia

[4]

1. http://i988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/runnerintrees. jpg

2. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

3. http://wwuw.blogger.com/%3Cdiv20xmlns:cc=/%22http://creativecommons.org/ns#"about="http://www.flickr.com/
photos/jacobgarcia/2550606/"><arel="cc:attributionURL"href="http://www.flickr.com/photos/jacobgarcia/">http:
//www.flickr.com/photos/jacobgarcia/</a>/<arel="license"href="http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/">CCBY2.0</a></div>

4. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Lisa (2010-04-19 22:14:12)
I love this! I'm struggling with waiting, but know that He has already answered — but I still have to trust Him. "In
your patience possess ye your souls” Luke 21:19

Wanda (2010-04-19 22:43:20)
Thanks for sharing that scripture Lisa. I’ll be meditating on that one.

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-19 23:32:01)

Wanda, the proof is in the pressing. Endure to the end in His unfailing love. — "Have you never heard? Have you
never understood? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of all the earth. He never grows weak or weary.
No one can measure the depths of his understanding. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the
weak.” -Isaiah 40:28-29

Peace, wonderful peace.

Ellie (2010-04-20 00:42:09)
I have patience, but not when it comes to myself. I will have think about my soul more and God’s will!

Wanda (2010-04-20 02:16:54)
@ Bluebutterfly, good reference verse.
@ Ellie, it’s often easier to be more patient with others than ourselves.

Andrea (2010-04-20 02:22:43)
We definitely need patience and perseverance...I am a work in progress with both of these GODLY traits.
Blessings, andrea

Julie (2010-04-20 03:05:58)

Wanda, It sure is hard to be patient in losing weight.

I want it to fall off of me instantly. But it’s taking it’s own sweet time. It’s hard when you don’t see the fruit of the
choices you are making...
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It’s hard in waiting on God as well. So often I want to see some evidence that something is happening, but so often
I don’t get to see that. It’s when the perseverance kicks into gear... I must continue on even when I can’t see things
happening.

Thanks for your visit to my blog and your sweet words. I’ve been out of pocket for these last few days as my daughter
miscarried last week. I've appreciated your visits to my blog and your sweet words.

Have a blessed day!

Grammy (2010-04-20 03:57:29)

Hi, T once heard that if one prays for patience, then God is going to send us situations that will test our patience,
because that is how we build it up. I don’t know if that is true or not, but it could be. I know I am certainly learning
it with a husband who has dementia.

Ruby

Tori Cooper (2010-04-20 05:16:32)
Yes & Amen! Thank you for sharing those verses... love it! I like how you said it plain- patience is my attitude during
the wait! :-D Great reminders- I think we all have to deal with learning patience... it’s a humanoid thing!

Mike (2010-04-20 08:05:55)
Great encouragement! Thank you :)

Wanda (2010-04-20 21:33:38)
@ Andrea, me too!
@ Julie, I certainly understand. I've failed and given several times.

@Grammy, I believe that our answer to prayers do come in ways in which we least expect them.
@ Tori & Mike, God bless you

Gregg (2010-04-20 23:26:28)
Patience is tough. No one including me likes to wait. It is a viture that by God’s HS and our responsibility He adds
to us. Great post!

Quiet Please (2010-04-20 10:30)

Life can be quite noisy at times. We’re inundated with music, television, family and friends to occupy our
time. Even things that we don’t consider to be loud carry a sound. When I shut down my office computer,
I’'m amazed at how quiet the room suddenly sounds. Although I’ve sat in there for hours, I had been oblivious
to the amount of white noise that was filling my space.

Likewise our inner selves can be full of white noise. Noisy expectations, frightening fears, negative self talk,
constant worries speak loudly in our souls. At times it is necessary to pull away from all the hustle and
bustle and just quieten ourselves. Frequently it is easier to live with the rumblings in our head than to be
still and wait on God. Take some quiet time to rest from all your toiling.

A few scriptures to meditate on:

Zephaniah 3:17 The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he
will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.” (NIV)

Mark 6:31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to
eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” Psalm 131:2 (English
Standard Version)

Psalm 131:2 But I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother; like a weaned child
is my soul within me. (NIV)
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Mike (2010-04-20 11:00:18)
Great advice. Very appropriate as I live next to Heathrow and the quiet is just amazing, made me realise the noise
that we put up with!

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-04-20 11:25:17)

I always have music in the background, to me that is relaxing and I can get an inner peace, living on a busy road the
hustle and bustle of everyday life is all to evident so to me music is the answer,

Everyone is different otherwise how dull a world this would be,

Have a smashing day,

Yvonne,

Rae (2010-04-20 11:59:11)
I totally agree! T wrote my "Q” about quiet, too! Thanks for your reminder that we should all take some quiet time.

Wanda (2010-04-20 12:04:16)

Thanks Mike hope you find time to enjoy a little bit of quiet today.

Yvonne, you're right we're all different. I find that music or listening to water soothes my inner being as well.
Rae-great minds think a like I guess, I'll be sure to take a look at your take on "quiet” after work.

Hope you all have a blessed day. And may your souls be quiet even if there’s noise all around you.

SonshineMusic i.e. Rebecca T. (2010-04-20 12:52:48)
That was a sweet post. Thanks for stopping by my blog :) When I have some time I'll try to get to some of your
other A-Z posts

Kelly (2010-04-20 13:44:44)
Wonderful scriptures. Quiet time with God is SO important.

Andrea (2010-04-20 14:29:58)

I need quiet time with GOD to keep me sane.
Blessings,

andrea

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-20 17:23:19)

Amen, Wanda. One of my favorite things to do is to walk down to the lake just before sunrise. No cars, gadgets ...
nothing but being still and silent. Always refreshes and restores.

Peace and love,

Linda (2010-04-20 18:40:35)

I especially love the scripture that says He will quiet you. Some of my favorite - and very rare - days are those when
I am home alone and nothing is on - no radio, no TV, quiet. Love it.
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Robin (2010-04-20 19:08:07)
So true! I found myself blogging this message too this past week. Love your blog! Robin

arlee bird (2010-04-20 21:02:47)

I like your take on the different kinds of white noise — hadn’t thought about it like that before but you are right.
Sometimes some real quiet is necessary to allow the power of the Holy Spirit to move through us.

Lee

[1]A to Z Challenge Reflections Mega Post

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/04/q-is-for-quotes-what-people-have-said.html

Marjorie (2010-04-20 21:43:33)

Patience and quiet really do go hand in hand. I tell my oldest all the time that we should be happy to wait, because
if we are waiting we are alive and life is a gift.

Lisa (2010-04-20 21:43:46)

Goodness, yes! This seems to be a running theme in blogland today - staying quiet and listening to God. T feel like
He’s been telling me to do that for a while now. I'm listening Lord!

Thank Wanda for visiting my blog and commenting too. You’re kindness is always appreciated!

Lorena G. Sims (2010-04-20 22:05:11)
Thanks for the scriptures. I had a lot of quiet time lately but not spending it with the Lord. Thanks for the post, it’s
good reminder for me that I need to spend quiet time with my God and not with the earthly things.

Ellie (2010-04-20 22:26:02)
Thanks for the gentle reminder; This is a wonderful post! We do need quiet time for reflection and prayer!

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-20 23:44:41)

hi Wanda!:)

love the Zeph. 3:17 one of my favorites. i need some time out with Him, definitely!
it’s a busy time now for me and i apologize for getting here late...lately!

agree with Ellie. thank you for the reminder!

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-20 23:45:11)
need some praise music!!!

Grammy (2010-04-21 01:43:02)

You ere right about noise, we always have either the radio or television on most of the time. However, sometimes we
do sit on our front porch and just enjoy the beauty of nature all around us. Ir does us good to just sit and soak up
the sounds of birds.

Ruby

Dragons Muse (2010-04-21 04:54:10)
Yes so true, I often have to remind myself to take time out and be quiet, listen for God’s message.

Kathleen (2010-04-21 05:42:26)

Thank you for the well-written encouragement to quiet ourselves...including the white noise inside of our heads.
Thanks, too, for the lovely Scripture verses.
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Wanda (2010-04-21 18:09:14)

Sonshine-I enjoyed my visit at your place. I'll be sure to stop by again.

Kelly-it sure is.

Andrea-me too

Bluebutterfly-I like walking early in the morning and listening to the birds chirp. Such peace.
Linda-I love that verse too.

Robin & Arlee-thanks

Marjorie-I never look at waiting in the manner but that’s a good point.

Lisa-Heed His voice :)

Lorena & Ellie-you’re welcome & thanks to you

Bud-I just recently came across that scripture and I just love it. I understand about being busy. I'm having a hard
time keeping up these days.

Grammy-yes it certainly does.

Wanda (2010-04-21 18:16:11)

Dragon’s Muse, it’s easy to get busy and forget just how essential quiet time with Him is.
Kathleen, thanks for the lovely comment.

Blessings to you guys

Trudy (2010-04-27 05:50:20)

A beautiful ’Q’ post...I'm a bit late catching up on blogs here. It is so easy to get away from the quietness of life
without realizing it, but I know when I haven’t had my quiet time with the Lord, I can feel it after a few days!

Love the Scripture you have chosen to accompany your post too!

Re (2010-04-21 13:20)

[1]
Re is a prefix meaning again or anew. One of the first re(s) to come to mind is reruns. I don’t know about

you but I’'m not very fond of watching television reruns, although certain channels in my satellite package are
racked full of them. On the occasion that I forget to set the DVR, I can appreciate the encore presentation of
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my favorite shows. For some shows, it looks like certain episodes are repeated more than others. Kind of like
how certain life events keep making reoccurrences in our lives. Sure the characters, dates, and times might
be different but the underlying issue is repeated. Like the guy or gal’s name is different but the relationship
ends up the same as all the others. The job is new but the results are same. Your location changes but
the same problems follow you. Could it be that in the midst of the repetition God is giving us another
opportunity to catch the lesson we missed before?

Retaking a life test is not always fun but I'm grateful for some do over’s in my life. Christ coming offers me
REDEMPTION. When I'm empty He REPLENISHES me. Even when it looks like I'm on the losing in end,
He promises to RESTORE. In my brokenness, He REPAIRS the breaches. He even offers a REWARD. As
discouragement and feelings of giving up begin to overtake me, He will send along a word to REVIVE me.

Thank you Lord for the things you’re doing anew and again in my life. It’s only because of your loving
kindness that I’'m not without hope or utterly consumed. May He continuously redeem, replenish, restore,
repair, revive and reward you in any and every place that you stand in need today. You’ve done it before,
oh God, now do it again I pray. In Jesus Name Amen

Now review some other interesting "R” related post from other [2]A-Z Challengers.

3]

1. http://1988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/rewind. jpg
2. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Andrea (2010-04-21 14:05:38)

I, too am thankful for the do overs in my life.
Blessings,

andrea

Jen (2010-04-21 15:20:32)
Thank goodness for do-overs, sometimes they are necessary in life, oh I can’t wait for the Rewards when I get to
heaven!

Shannon (2010-04-21 16:05:37)
Great post...so glad for God’s renewal and rewards!

Pet (2010-04-21 16:08:18)
Great post.

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-21 16:09:51)

My, My, My...you had me humming like Aretha through this post. God is sooooooo0 faithful! Let’s release the past
and rekindle the fire for the future.

Blessings,

Wanda (2010-04-21 17:42:41)

Thanks Andrea, Jen, Shannon and Pet for stopping by always glad to have you.
@Bluebutterfly, lol...God sure is GOOD.
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Beth (2010-04-21 19:54:37)
How blessed we truly are! :)

Linda (2010-04-22 01:05:25)
Oh I loved this post. And I hope in the reruns of life with the name and location changes, I do learn the lessons placed
in front of me! Thank you for the reminder.

Lisa (2010-04-22 02:11:05)
Wanda - this was beautiful to read. My soul is rejuvenated! Glory to God for His unspeakable gift!!!

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-22 20:33:16)
He will along a word to revive me...or sisters/brothers:) thank you for helping Him yesterday, sis:)

Ellie (2010-04-23 03:17:34)
R was a rewarding post to read; I almost did reinvent. Great post!!!

Satisfaction Guaranteed (2010-04-22 22:02)

Rather late getting my post up today. My mind was not settled on what ”s” topic I wanted to discuss last
night and didn’t have time to gather my thoughts before heading to work this morning. Ok, so on with my
post.

You ever notice that on the back of many products there’s a promise of satisfaction? On the back of my
Suave lotion in small fine print it reads: We guarantee your full satisfaction or we will replace or refund
your purchase. Now I like the lotion and have had no problems with it. But, I have acquired some other
things in life that I was certain would bring me satisfaction. I obtained positions, car and house-the supposed
American dream. Yet some how it didn’t seem enough. I found myself becoming disillusion and discontent
after the newness wore off.

Marketing in today’s society aims to capitalize on our insatiable desire for more, more, more. Right when
you think you have the latest and greatest something more improved comes along. I would not consider
myself to be materialistic so my dis-ease was not because I was seeking more things. Just that the place I
was in did not fit. I simply was not satisfied and questioned within myself that surely there was more to life.
In Philippians 4:12-13, Paul states (my paraphrase) he has learned the secret to being content despite
whatever situation he found himself. T remember a while back a book titled The Secret was all the rage.
Oprah had the author on her show. Maybe it’s human nature to seek out those secrets that tend to allude
us at times. Here we find Paul saying he finally figured it out that it’s through Christ that true contentment
comes. He didn’t give any false guarantees that the happenings in life would always be favorable. But in
spite of it, one could still be content. I found that passage to be challenging. How can I be satisfied when I
don’t like what is occurring around me? Honestly, I haven’t mastered the art of contentment. But in reading
something the other day, I gained greater insight on contentment. When I know and trust that where I am
is not outside of God’s radar, I can be confident that He is orchestrating all things and that there is indeed
a plan for my life. Therefore, I can patiently wait on Him.

Of course possessions alone can never bring true satisfaction. It’s only found in Christ and our relationship
with Him is one place we shouldn’t settle. There is always more of Him to know and experience. I have
provided link to a beautiful worship song by William McDowell entitled Show Me Your Face.

[EMBED)]

Until "T” time tomorrow, I hope enjoy a wonderful evening.
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Shannon (2010-04-22 23:31:30)
Beautiful Wanda, thanks, it was worth the wait!

Andrea (2010-04-23 01:28:19)
Praising GOD with you,
andrea

Lisa (2010-04-23 01:53:32)

What you wrote about today is something I am continuing to learn. I don’t have a job and no income at all (denied
for unemployment because I quit), but God is showing me that HE is ALL I need. Now and forever. It’s not an easy
lesson to learn, but I am learning. My Jesus NEVER ceases to amaze me. I'm glad I'm His. :0)

This song is beautiful. "Show me Your Face, I want to see You” that is indeed my heart’s cry!

Praise Him!!

Ellie (2010-04-23 03:15:49)
Well put and so true!

Grammy (2010-04-23 04:33:02)

Paul’s words on being satisfied in what ever condition he found hinself is one of my very favorites. Thank you for
bringing it once again to our minds!

Ruby

Mike (2010-04-23 09:58:47)

When I know and trust that where I am is not outside of God’s radar, I can be confident that He is orchestrating all
things and that there is indeed a plan for my life. Therefore, I can patiently wait on Him. Those are great lines and
bring me particular comfort with a situation I am going through. Love the song too!

Rae (2010-04-23 12:21:22)
Thanks for a great start to my blessed morning!

Wanda (2010-04-23 12:40:04)

Bless you Shannon & Andrea.

Lisa, many are the afflications of the righteous but God delivers them out of them ALL.
Ellie, thanks

Grammy, something I'm certainly trying to learn.

Mike,glad you found encouragement here. He certainly knows right where you are.

Rae, blessings to you

Gregg (2010-04-23 13:17:29)

Apart from the bible the best book on satisfaction or contentment that you will ever read is a book called The Rare
Jewel of Christian Contentment by Jeremiah Burroughs.

It is published by The Banner of Truth Trust - it is a must read for every believer!
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BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-23 16:27:16)

Amen! Amen! The one place we should never settle is in our zeal for more of God. Oh, how I love Jesus (I'm humming
that little Sunday school song).

Have a blessed day!

Linda (2010-04-23 17:14:29)
Your posts never fail to stimulate thought. The idea of satisfaction - being satisfied where we are - but most of all
with Jesus.

Quench Your Thirst (2010-04-23 17:57)

.

1] _..--""‘:-.“' g ” baiin

On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood and said in loud voice, If anyone is thirsty, let him
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow
from within. John 7:37-38

In this particular passage of scripture Christ issues an invitation to anyone whose thirsty [that would include
me] to come and drink from Him and that if you would believe, from within you would flow streams of living
water. In the natural when we thirst we look for something outside of ourselves to quench our thirst. Water
can satisfy the thirst but each individual has his own preference of drink [for me, coke]. Because I don’t settle

for the most basic thirst quencher "water”, there has been numerous additives and weight added physically.
Water in it’s pure state has nothing added and has zero calories. Other synthetic thirst quenchers are man
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made attempts to satiate our thirst sensation but each comes along with unnecessary additives.

Spiritually speaking, Christ, is the purest thirst quencher that is available within us but many times we seek
to fill the dry place with other external things like relationships, eating, shopping, alcohol, drugs, careers, or
possessions. These other sources’ thirst quenching abilities are only temporary and they bring along additives
like addictions, perversions, debt, stress, or soulish weights that continue to cause us to be parched again.
Thus, initiating the thirst cycle repeatedly.

Is your soul parched? The invitation to come drink still stands.

Now teeter on over and see what other A-Z Challengers are discussing [2]here.

3]

1. http://1988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/glassofwater. jpg
2. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-23 18:26:41)
Great job, sis! sometimes other things draw me away from Him. but He picks me up every time:)

Chris Weigand (2010-04-23 19:19:56)

Great post. It’s amazing when the most perfect quencher is out there and attainable how we always reach for the
things that will only quench for a short time if at all. What is even more amazing is that Jesus continues to wait for
us long past the time when we would have given up.

Beth (2010-04-23 20:13:58)
Perfect Q Post! :) Guilty of some times trying to quench those thirsts with other things. Silly! Cause I know that
NOTHING satisfies like Jesus!

Gregg (2010-04-23 22:36:58)

John 4 & John 7 tells us Christ is the living water. How sad and tragic that we don’t believe him, that we run back to
the leeks, garlics, and onions like the Israelites did. May God’s grace continualy call us to drink deeply of the living
water!

Marjorie (2010-04-23 22:39:33)
Beautiful post!

Ellie (2010-04-23 23:31:43)
Really nice; I prefer water, but once in awhile, I enjoy the artificial, but there isn’t anything like the real thing! Thanks
for the reminder

arlee bird (2010-04-23 23:40:24)

Jesus used a great metaphor in referring to "Living Water” and “quenching our thirst”. We should accept no substi-
tutes. Good post, Wanda.

Lee

[1]A to Z Challenge Reflections Mega Post

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/04/q-is-for-quotes-what-people-have-said.html
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Linda (2010-04-24 00:34:09)
Oh good tie in between substitutes for water and substitutes for Jesus. There is no substitute for Him.

Grammy (2010-04-24 01:20:33)

Yes, He is the Living Water. Did you know that our tissues are 75 percent water? How apropos that He used that
simile to describe Himself. When one is thirsty, nothing can be substituted for a drink of water. We have well water,
and it is wonderful too. Thanks for the wonderful post.

Ruby

melodygreen (2010-04-24 01:42:27)
This reminds me that... though I often say I don’t prefer water, when I start drinking it more I crave it more. The
same is true for Bible study and Christ. I really love this post!!

Wanda (2010-04-24 01:49:23)

Bud, ditto for me.

Chris, thank goodness that He does wait.

Beth, same here with me.

Gregg, yes we do sometimes.

Majorie, thanks

Ellie, good that you prefer the pure form.

Arlee & Linda, thanks

Grammy, I always heard that well water is good.

Melody, you're correct the more of Him you get the more you want.

Lisa (2010-04-24 03:23:24)

This reminded me of the chorus of Susan Ashton’s Song, "Hunger and Thirst”
I hunger and thirst for mercy

I hunger and thirst for Your name

If I hunger and thirst for anything but You

I hunger and thirst in vain.

Great post.

Have a great weekend my friend!

Charmaine Clancy (2010-04-24 11:17:14)

Lovely post Wanda. I wanted to say a special thank you for taking the time to visit my daughters’ book review blog
(http://paperdollsbooks.blogspot.com/) they were so thrilled and it shows your generous spirit that you spend your
time encouraging others :-) I have an award for your blog on my blog post today as my way of saying thank you:
http://clancytales.blogspot.com/2010/04 /t-is-for-timelines-and-thank s.html

Slushpile Slut (2010-04-24 12:45:52)
Hi Wanda! Excellent use of the letter Q...Very true!

Jen (2010-04-24 14:21:51)
Beautiful post Wanda!
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Until When? (2010-04-24 19:31)

U is the letter of the day in the A-Z challenge. My word I chose for today is “until”. I remember when I
was a kid in school I couldn’t wait until I was grown and able to make decisions on my own. After reaching
adulthood, I realize those carefree years weren’t so bad after all. How many times have you put something
off until a more favorable time? Or you failed to enjoy your present because you were focused on a time in
the future?

As singles we’re often tempted to put off enjoying life “until” our mate comes alone. Waiting to buy homes,
cars, investments, or take trips. Those of us who struggle with our weight will put off engaging in certain
activities “until” reaching our ideal size. We can delay getting involved in opportunities to serve others.
Waiting to share a smile, give kind word, or make a difference in someone’s life “until” we have gotten
ourselves together. Waiting to step out “until” we’re absolutely certain it’s the best time. Choosing to use
the good china “until” company comes. Refusing to take a moment for yourself “until” everyone else needs
are met. Not trusting until we see evidence.

There are all sorts of reasons (or excuses) we give for not moving on or making the most of our lives. Like I
can’t forgive “until” they apologize. The myriad of excuses is unbelievable. I'm not proposing that we take
on foolish risk or get ahead of God. But that we take some time to observe what we’ve been putting on
hold “until”. As I wrote in a previous post, I journal sometime and one day I was reading over some of the
whispers from God. There was a statement that said you’re ready now. More ready than you’ve ever been.
Within your own self, you will never feel ready. I once read a quote that said something like you have to do
a thing first and then your feelings will follow. There’s some truth in that statement because I sure didn’t
feel like getting on my treadmill this morning but I feel better now that I did. So again, I encourage you
to examine the “untils” in your life and decide or discover the ones that you can begin making steps toward
today.

Ecclesiastes 11:4 Those who wait for perfect weather will never plant seeds; those who look at every cloud
will never harvest crops.

On another note, a few months ago, I knew very little about blogging. Even now that knowledge is limited.
But until I started, I never knew how much it would help me to give voice to the ramblings in my head.
Until I dared to leap into the A-Z Challenge, I never knew so many of you. And it’s unlikely that our paths
would have crossed. But I’'m thankful for the opportunity to have been in union with you. Until next time,
I hope you enjoy a wonderful weekend.

1]

1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Will Burke (2010-04-24 19:56:31)
Timely message, this challenge hase definitely been a 'Dive-Right-In’ experience, alright!

Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-24 20:27:46)
Its been a pleasure to go through this challenge with you as well.

The Alliterative Allomorph (2010-04-24 21:28:59)
I couldn’t agree with you more. If we don’t live the moment we miss out on life. Beautiful post. ::)

Dragons Muse (2010-04-24 22:22:36)

What a great post. I'm all for doing things in God’s time but there are days when He is nudging and I say wait until...
I need to remind myself everyday that God is not going to wait until when He has decided the time is right. So I had
better be ready to go when He is or I will miss out on something glorious.
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Ellie (2010-04-24 22:29:21)

Wanda, I am so happy you leaped; Your post struck a nerve with me.

I have done this and still done..it is time to journal more and help myself move forward! Thank you,this really speaks
to my fears and being stuck

Lisa (2010-04-25 01:00:15)

I see myself in this post too. Great one. It’s been a great pleasure getting to know you as well and I will continue to
tag along after the challenge as your posts always seem to resonate with me.

Thanks Wandal!

Gregg (2010-04-25 01:28:01)

Very good post! Excellent use of the letter U! Until, until when?

What a reminder that we can not put off what we need to do and be for the glory of God!
Excellent insight Wanda!

Grammy (2010-04-25 02:30:34)
Good post! We too often procrastinate until it is too late. Seize the day! Carpe Diem! And yet, sometimes we do

need to be still and wait. It just depends on what it is.
Ruby

Wanda (2010-04-25 02:58:07)

Thanks to each of you for stopping by. Grammy, your right we have to be able to discern when it’s time to launch
out or wait.

Ellie-I pray your mobility would be increased.

Dragon Muse-I don’t want to miss to many more God given opportunities.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-25 03:44:16)
great post, Wanda:) been sittin‘ here for awhile thinking about it. had it not been for the urging from the A-team,i
would have waited....... until

arlee bird (2010-04-25 05:02:23)

Wonderful post that is very appropriate to what we’ve been doing.

As is sometimes said: "There’s no time like the present.”

The waiting can even be good if you take advantage of the opportunities it presents. No sense wishing one’s life away
— enjoy it now!

Glad you got so much out of A to Z (I did too!). Hope you will post some more of your thoughts on May 3rd.

Lee

[1]May 3rd A to Z Challenge Reflections Mega Post

Lee

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/04/overview.html

Jan (2010-04-25 10:53:09)
Thanks for commenting on my blog. I found your and have read all the A to Z posts. Great insight! Enjoyed reading
them.

Linda (2010-04-25 13:07:39)

Wanda: What you said touched a nerve - I have a single daughter who will sometimes put off _ _ _ _ until she gets
married (or if). T am encouraging her not to put off - live her life like she wants to live it. As to A-Z I will continue
following your blogs - they are too good to miss!
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BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-25 13:55:28)

Wanda, Ecclesiastes is one of my favorite Books. It has such wisdom on living with balance and living a "meaningful”
life in the now.

Shalom Shalom!

Karen Walker (2010-04-25 14:17:53)
Wanda, thanks so much for the visit, and thanks to Arlee for the birthday shout out. Nice to "meet” you.
Karen

wolfie 402 (2010-04-25 21:00:30)

Thanks for leaving a comment. I appreciate it. I've been looking through your blog and I really like it. Isn’t it funny?
If the A-Z challenge hadn’t existed I wouldn’t have known how many great blogs there are out there. Nice "meeting”
you.

Things happen for a reason.

Mike (2010-04-26 12:46:38)
Love these thoughts. Yes, the time is now, unless we hear God say No or Wait. We already have so much we can act
on. Thank you.

Rae (2010-04-26 20:52:08)

I used your Bible quote for my Facebook status this morning. I always like to post a positive thought for friends to
start their day.

Thanks for sharing and for brightening my day!

70



You’re the Vessel (2010-04-26 14:11)

[1]
The A-Z challenge continues with the letter V. My focus word for the day is vessel. Vessel is defined as a
hollow or concave utensil for holding anything or a ship or boat. Just as ships carry goods, we as humans
are carriers as well. Now, I really don’t know a lot about ships but I do understand that they operate in the
water. And I would imagine that on occasion these vessels run into some storms at sea while attempting to
transport their goods to the appropriate port. Not unlike ourselves, we become battered by life storms or
events such as childhood, work, relationship, or health issues. The storms are designed to delay or detour
us from reaching our divine destination and ultimately destroy us, if possible. But why? Because you're
carrying something valuable. No matter how the vessel has been damaged or looks on the outside, its real
treasure is found inside. Every human has been created with purpose. And what you’re holding someone
else needs.

Our inner enemy would often have us believe that based upon the look of the vessel-damaged, broken, and
bruised parts-that we couldn’t possibly posses anything of significance to someone else. In our eyes, we may
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appear as just a small boat in a vast ocean full of larger more pristine looking ships. Yet if you're sailing
along in this life, there’s a void that only you can fill. Our individual voyages differ and the size and shape
of our vessels are not the same but the fact remains that your cargo is full of treasure.

However, we possess this precious treasure [the divine Light of the Gospel] in [frail, human] vessels of earth,
that the grandeur and exceeding greatness of the power may be shown to be from God and not from ourselves.
2 Corinthians 4:7 (Amplified)

If you only look at us, you might well miss the brightness. We carry this precious Message around in the
unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives. That’s to prevent anyone from confusing God’s incomparable
power with us. 2 Corinthians 4:7 (The Message)

If you have a minute, take some time to listen to The Corinthian Song by Micah Stampley.

[2][EMBED]
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1. http://1988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/vessel. jpg

2. http://www.blogger.com/%3Cobject’20width=7,22500%22%20height=722405%22%3E/3Cparam},20name=722movie22%
20value=722http://www.youtube.com/v/cwLcYyRa44I&hl=en_US&fs=1&color1=0x2b405b&color2=0x6b8abb&border=1%22%3E}),
3C/paramy,3E/,3Cparam/20name=422allowFullScreeny,227%20value=7,22true’22%3E%3C/paramy,3E/,3Cparam/20name=
%22allowscriptaccess/22)20value=/22always’,22%3E%3C/param/,3E/3Cembed/20src=/22http:
//www.youtube.com/v/cwLcYyRad4I&hl=en_US&fs=1&color1=0x2b405b&color2=0x6b8ab6&border=17%227,20type=
%22application/x-shockwave-flashy22j20allowscriptaccess=/22always22%20allowfullscreen=)22true22%20width=
%22500%22%20height=722405%22}3E/3C/embed’,3E%43C/object3E

3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Faith Imagined (2010-04-26 16:07:15)

Very encouraging post and filled with truth! I especially love this sentence, "Our individual voyages differ and the
size and shape of our vessels are not the same but the fact remains that your cargo is full of treasure.” I also love the
song!!!

Lisa (2010-04-26 17:05:34)
"I'm a vessel full of power, with a treasure from the Lord.” AMEN! I'm so glad to be a vessel that is being steered by
the Creator of the Universe! Beautiful song!!

Andrea (2010-04-26 18:37:21)
AMEN!

Blessings and prayers,
andrea

Linda (2010-04-26 22:38:47)
Always love your posts. Thinking about the ships and life’s storms I was reminded of the song “In Times Like These”
- some of the words talk about being sure our anchor holds and grips the solid rock: Jesus.

Gregg (2010-04-26 23:07:00)

That treasure is Christ. There is nothing within us that warrants being called or considered treasure. He chose to
place Himself, as the greatest gift to be treasured in this earthen vessle in order for us to reflect His glorious character
to this world so that they too might desire this treasure!
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Wanda (2010-04-27 01:00:15)

Faith Imagined & Lisa, glad you enjoyed the song.

Whom we allow to steer our lives is very important.

Andrea, blessings to you.

Linda, no greater anchor than Christ.

Gregg, certainly Christ is the ultimate treasure. Yet He created each us to fulfill a purpose in this life, which makes
us significant.

melodygreen (2010-04-27 04:31:02)
I really liked this post! It is so easy to let storms of life beat us down and forget that we carry precious cargo — thanks
for posting this reminder!

Trudy (2010-04-27 05:34:08)

I LOVE this post Wanda! Such a fabulous analogy between the ship as a vessel and our own lives as vessels! Praise
Him!

Have a blessed day!

Never Walk Alone (2010-04-27 11:02)

It’s something about walking in the morning that clears my head and helps to get my day off to a great start.
As T walk, I hear the gentle whispers of instructions or inspirations. Often it’s then is when the answers
to things I've longed pondered seem to be revealed to me. But there are just as many other times that I
don’t sense any overwhelming presence of Him. But as I gaze at the sky or listen to melody of the birds
sing, I see His handiwork. I'm awfully grateful that even when I can’t sense Him and I can’t hear His voice
because of the noise in my head, He never leaves me to walk alone. He’s always watching and knows my
exact whereabouts even when I'm lost.

Isaiah 43:2 When you go through deep waters,I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty,
you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames
will not consume you.

1]

1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Just Be Real (2010-04-27 11:08:31)
Amen Wanda. I love my early morning walks as well. On those walks I get a lot of inspiration that I know is only
from the Lord. Thank you for sharing dear one. Blessings.

Will Burke (2010-04-27 11:23:45)
That’s one of my favorite part of having a dog, daily excuse to go for a walk! Well-said, have a great day!

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-27 14:18:43)

Hallelujah! Getting out in the morning is a great reminder of His presence. I always think of His grace in those
moments.

Blessed beyond,
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Shannon (2010-04-27 16:22:40)
I love to walk with the Lord in the morning, but sadly have not been able to as of late due to being ill! T enjoyed this
very much!

arlee bird (2010-04-27 17:34:27)

I've been doing the morning walks and think of those things like you say as I look at the trees, plants, and flowers.
Of course, where I am I also have to watch out for the traffic and walk past a lot of businesses and houses. But I'm
still thanking and praising God for letting me have such a blessed life.

Lee

[1]May 3rd A to Z Challenge Reflections Mega Post

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/2010/04/whats-next.html

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-27 19:03:01)
:)...you know, i love this post! it’s along my thought patterns today. God bless you, sis!
PRAISE ADONAT !!!

Ellie (2010-04-28 01:57:00)
Hi Wanda, I feel the same way! It is like moving meditation, it frees us, so we are open to listen!

Patricia Stoltey (2010-04-28 04:11:05)
There is something about being alone outside in the early morning that reaches all of us. When I lived in Florida, it
was the ocean in the early morning. Now in Colorado it’s the hiking trails. It’s a good feeling.

Wanda (2010-04-28 16:52:01)
Thanks guys for stopping by. Good to see so many of us find fresh manna in the mornings.

Mike (2010-04-28 21:32:19)
Wonderful scripture! Thank you :)

Random Things about Me (2010-04-28 00:37)

— ———

am a..
Oassy

Sinale

Blogger

et fesenmplifyorinecomfanglesy

[1]
It’s time for the Single, Sassy Blogger link up for April at [2]Exemplify Online Singles. This month we’re

asked to share seven random things about ourselves. So here goes my list:
1. The first car I bought was purple Pontiac Sunfire.
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2. T happen to be afraid of anything that creeps and/or crawls.

3. I'm a recovering perfectionist.

4. T absolutely love books and I can speed hours browsing in a bookstore. Speaking of books, my new favorite
thing is swapping books via paperbackswap.

5. I love Tex-Mex food.

6. My favorite Bath & Body scent is Moonlight Path. Nothing like a nice bubble bath :)

7. Never thought I'd own a dog but I’ve been sharing my place with Bella, my furbaby I adopted from a
shelter, for almost two years now.

Well that’s a pretty random view of me. Find other single, sassy bloggers and join the fun [3]here.

. http://i113.photobucket.com/albums/n202/cmaemac/Blog%20Items/singleblogl. jpg
. http://exemplifyonline.com/singles/
. http://exemplifyonline.com/singles/2010/04/27/ssb-april-link-up-7-random-things-about-you/

=W N =

. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Critty (2010-04-28 01:07:51)

Furry babies are fabulous. They help when you are lonely. Tex-mex yum. I want to go to Texas and try some
authentic goodness.

A purple car? LOVE it. And my fave from B &BW is Butterfly Flower....I use to love Gardenia but sadly they took
it away.

And books? Girl. Don’t get me started ;)

Thank for joining us today Wanda! I love learning more about you beautiful ladies.

Alyssa Rose (2010-04-28 01:15:06)

Thanks for stopping by, Wanda! That is so cool that you had a Pontiac as your first car! I did, too! But mine was a
Grandam and a pain to fix!

My favorite B &B Works scent is Enchanted Orchid but they discontinued it. So, now I am starting to fall for Twilight
Woods!

Hope you are having a fabulous day!

ModernDayDrifter (2010-04-28 02:31:33)
I love these random fact things that people do! You learn so much cool stuff that normally wouldn’t come up in
conversation! So cool! I think you inspired me to do one of these soon.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-28 03:45:10)

hey sis, love the photo and the verse.

recovering pefectionist?

that made me smile. what are you recovering toooo???

Melissa Lea (2010-04-28 06:53:39)

OH MY GRACIOUS.

I love paperback swap. :)

Thanks for stopping by my blog earlier! I love your layout...very chic!
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Rae (2010-04-28 11:00:02)
It’s always nice to know personal little things about the people who write my favorite blogs! Thanks for sharing!

Wanda (2010-04-28 15:17:16)

Critty, it was my pleasure. Sorry I missed it last month.

Alyssa, my sunfire ending up being a pain.

ModernDayDrifter, I'd be interested to see yours.

Bud, lol...I'm recovering to peace in Christ. I never realized how up tight trying to be/do perfect made me but as I'm
learning to relax more Him I feel more at peace.

Melissa, thanks

Rae, oh gosh u list mine among your favorites :)

Tori Cooper (2010-04-29 22:53:41)
Fun, Fun, Fun! By the way, I'm really liking your new blog format! :-D

X Marks the Spot (2010-04-28 15:10)

Well we're back to our regularly scheduled A-Z Challenge post and today’s letter is "X”. Now I must admit
that I had to sneak a peak in the dictionary for some ideas since I don’t regularly use words beginning with

K. _.”»

that letter. However, none stuck out to me as much as the plain old letter "x”. I often “x” things off my to-do
list or mark an “x” when filling out forms. But did you know that even in today’s time, some people are
unable to write their name and have to sign forms with an ”x”? Reading and writing are fundamental things
that I often take for granted. Yet, many of my ancestors labored to ensure those behind them would have
the opportunity to read and write. According to the Department of Justice statistics, 21 million Americans
can’t read at all, 45 million are marginally illiterate and one-fifth of high school graduates can’t read their

diplomas.

However, in my line of work, I see people using ”x” as their signature not because they’re unable to read but
because they’re physically disabled due to some type of medical condition or motor vehicle accident. I can’t
imagine the daily struggle to perform even the simplest of task. Today as I go about reading posts, typing
and adding my signature to copious notes, I do it with conscious gratitude for not just the knowledge to read
and write but for the ability to use my hands.

As this month long A to Z challenge quickly comes to an end, it will soon be one of the tasks I can mark “x”
through as completed. Many of the participants will be joining a mega post on May 3 to discuss what we’ve
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learned through this event. In the mean time find out what other xrated (oops I meant related) topics are
being expounded today [2]here.

[3]

1. http://1988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/x. jpg
2. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

3. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-28 16:25:55)
X-Rated? Ha Ha! Thank the Lord He’s not shown me the eXit yet!
Blessings,

Wanda (2010-04-28 16:49:58)
lol...x-rated NOT. Yep, I'm grateful that my sins has been X out. Thanks for stopping by.

Lisa (2010-04-28 21:48:39)
Thank goodness it’s not x-rated! I know that’s not how you roll though sister! :)
Great "X” post!

Wanda (2010-04-28 22:58:35)
Lisa, I'm glad you’ve come to know that about me.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-28 23:34:56)
ahhhh:) three more posts. do you think you would do another A to Z challenge, Wanda?
you nailed this one!

Patricia Stoltey (2010-04-28 23:41:45)
Well done, Wanda — seems like this challenge went really fast, now that it’s almost over.

Ellie (2010-04-29 02:55:12)
Hi Wanda, fun post, nice curve ball!
Hard to believe we are near the end; it went by quickly! Phew, the dreaded X is over!

Wanda (2010-04-29 03:28:19)
Bud, I just might give it a try again in the future. It’s been a learning experience.
Patricia and Ellie, it seems like yesterday I was debating about joining the challenge and not it’s pratically over.

Niki (2010-04-29 07:51:34)
I agree, this challenge has gone so fast. It will be good to get some sleep now though. haha

Linda (2010-04-29 12:03:57)

New design on the blog? Love it! And great X post. I had to do a little dictionary reading also, then decided to go
with the only X word I could think of. Another A-Z challenge? I don’t know. . .
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Watery Tart (2010-04-29 13:17:16)

What a great reminder to be thankful for what we have-healthy enough limbs to write AND literacy. It is so foreign
to think about a day when people couldn’t do that (or had to carry about a stamp to mark themselves because so few
read and write) but we forget that there are people today with huge challenges. I think if I lost my ability to write,
my sanity would soon follow right behind.

Tori Cooper (2010-04-29 22:56:30)
Funny how our posts correlate... :-) I wrote about XO’s- Hugs & Kisses... how legend has it that people used an X to
sign their name & then they would kiss it to finalize everything...I had no idea people still signed with X’s! COOL!

Y is for Yield (2010-04-29 20:31)

Hi y’all (in my southern drawl). Hard to believe that we're already at the letter 7Y”. Today Y is for yield.
I remember when I was kid in church there was a song we used to sing that lyrics said, "young people yield
yourself to God, while you're young and in your youth, yield yourself to God”. Hadn’t heard that song in
years. The songwriter understood that the younger we are the less opportunity we have had to build up a
resistance toward God.

When I think of the word yield, the yield traffic sign comes to mind. The yield sign is a place where I
have to pause momentarily and possibly give another driver the right of way. Makes me wonder about the
things we often give the right away in our lives. As a Christian, God is the person we are suppose to submit
ourselves unto but there are times when I find myself fighting not to succumb to frustration, disappointment,
fear, offense, depression, or doubt. Of course, it’s important to pause a moment to acknowledge our feelings
because denial does one little good. But giving those negative feelings free reign in our lives yields bad fruit.
There are times when it seems easier to hold onto those feelings rather than saying yes, I choose to let that
go. For the past couple of days, after receiving some unexpected news, I'’ve found myself feeling grieved and
confused. But I’ve been hearing the words, let not your heart be troubled. It’s up to me to choose what I'll
give the right away to-my feelings or God’s Word.

Isaiah 55:10-11 10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering
the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is
my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

Romans 6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves
unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto
God.

Are you yielding to the right things in your life? Have you given the Master a yes? [EMBED)]

1]

1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Mariel (2010-04-29 20:33:09)
oh, this is so good! love your A-Z Challenge!

Linda (2010-04-29 22:46:22)
Oh you did good. Yield is a great Y word, especially the way you explain it. I am sorry to hear that something is
bothering you and I hope that won’t last.
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Lisa (2010-04-29 22:48:57)
I will say YES! Great song and great post. I have issues with yielding those same things that you mentioned. I want
to ALWAYS give God the right-of-way in my life — YIELD to Him! :)

Tori Cooper (2010-04-29 22:52:44)
Love it! God is good! Thank you for sharing this... and the verses too! :-) Yield to the LORD! Connects well with
what I posted today... :-D

Ellie (2010-04-30 02:33:37)

I agree great word, you did it proud!

It makes me think, I have had moments that were easy to yield and
some that were not! Powerful, as always

Grammy (2010-04-30 03:25:26)

Hi,

Another great Christian song is ”Yield not to temptation, for yielding is sin”. It has long been one of my favorites.
Good post for Y.

Ruby

Rae (2010-04-30 10:43:14)
I hope your worries are lessened with each day. Thinking of you and my need to yield... Thanks!

Wanda (2010-04-30 18:34:55)
Thanks to each of you for stopping by. Linda & Rae, I appreciate your concern.

CeCe Wilson (2010-05-01 01:23:21)
Thanks for your insightful and thoughtful posts. Always a good word when I need it. Yield. Let go of the right away
and let God. T like it :0)

Z is for (2010-04-30 13:34)

Z is Zenith TV.

We had a floor model TV for years. I thought it was a Zenith but Mom said ours was a Magnavox.
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name Zenith for the two things
you want most in color TV,
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Z is for Zoo

Lisa over at [2]Bombastic Bandicot posted a cute pic from the [3]Ft. Worth Zoo the other day. So I
decided to post a similar snapshot I captured from my visit.
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[4]
I’ll probably be zipping back to write a more thorough Z-post for the end of the A-Z Challenge, when I get

some extra time. But in the mean time, zap over to [5]Tossing It Out find out what others are talking about.
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1. http://i988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/zenithtvviaflicker. jpg

2. http://arrogantrat.blogspot.com/|

3. http://arrogantrat.blogspot.com/2010/04/116365-and-blogging-from-to-z-x.html|
4. http://1988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/SANY0164. jpg

5. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/|

6. http://www.mylivesignature.com/|

Shannon (2010-04-30 15:05:08)
Love the picture of the deer..so funny! So glad to have met you sweetie!

Raquel Byrnes (2010-04-30 16:39:35)
My grandma totally had one of those monster televisions! Loved the cute picture. Congrats on finishing the challenge!

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-04-30 16:53:43)

A Zenith! Oh my Lord. My Aunt had one of those TVs, and I swore at least one child could hide in there for days.
She refused to give up that TV no matter what techology advances were made.

She is in heaven now. I hope there’s a Zenith up there!
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Wanda (2010-04-30 18:25:48)

Good to have met you too Shannon.

Raquel congrats to you as well.

Bluebutterfly lol, hopefully she’s watching the Zenith in the sky

Linda (2010-04-30 18:42:28)

Okay I am feeling a little old. Dear Hubby and I had a Zenith and it looks just like the one in the pic! DH has
kept right up with technology though so we have all the latest and greatest, I think. Wanda - where did you find the
beautiful blog layout?

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-04-30 18:49:50)
hi Wanda! looks familiar to me as well. you're stirring up memories now sister! looking forward to reading many,
many,many more posts from you and others!:)

Gregg (2010-04-30 19:53:04)
WE had a Zenith floor model way back in the day. I saw my first console TV when I was in the 6th grade.

Just Be Real (2010-05-01 00:51:27)
That is one skinny deer. I remember having a tv similar growing up, but it was b &w.
Blessings and thank you for sharing.

Lisa (2010-05-01 02:29:23)

I remember those floor TVs. :)

I just love that picture. Did you get it at the Ft. Worth zoo, too?
Great post Sister!

Amydeanne (2010-05-03 18:17:08)
oh I remember those tvs! lol great letter Z posts! & thanks for visiting my blog too!

1.3 May

Z is for Zachariah (2010-05-01 03:54)

Well before getting some zzz’s for the night, I thought I'd actually write a post to finalize the A-Z Challenge.
On this round, Z is for Zachariah, who was married to Elizabeth. There story is found in Luke 1. As I read
through this particular chapter, a few things stood out to me.

Zachariah and Elizabeth were described as being righteous and walking blameless before the Lord. Yet
they found themselves lacking something in their lives that they had dearly wanted. On an ordinary day
as Zachariah was serving in the house of God, he had a divine visitation bringing news that not only had
his prayers been heard but now would be answered. Yet Zachariah was fearful and in doubt. Which tells
me that you can be serving in ministry in the house of God, the place where God is suppose to be, but be
surprise when He actually shows up. Could it be that we’re often going through the motion of things without
real expectation of God making an appearance in our personal lives?

The angel was bringing him the answer to their prayers, which quite possibly had long been forgotten since
their condition (Elizabeth’s barrenness) had remained the same. And their position in regards to age had
changed for the worse. However, the fact that the angel showed up with news that their request was to be
answered tells me that at some point they had been praying the will of God. But the proper time and season
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had to coincide with one another. God had a greater purpose for Zachariah and Elizabeth having a baby
than just reducing her shame or keeping up with the Jones. John needed to come on the scene at a certain
time.

I also noted that Zachariah was made mute because he didn’t believe the angel’s message. But after the
baby was born and he named the baby as the angel had instructed, he was able to talk again. Which leads
me to believe that there are times when we should be quiet until we bring our speech into alignment with
God’s Word. I wonder what was going on in Elizabeth’s mind when her husband came home speechless.
Their story makes me want to reexamine the things I once prayed for but have silently relinquished by stance
because after all that area in my life is still bare and I have only increased in age. I find myself looking to
see if there’s some topics I need to refrain from discussing until I can get the mind of Christ on the matter.
As I reflect on their story, it has me calling out to God asking Him to raise my expectation and help my
unbelief.

Watch for the May 3 A-Z Mega post. Until then hope y’all have a great weekend.

1]

1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

SonshineMusic i.e. Rebecca T. (2010-05-01 04:04:01)
What a great reminder of how we need to be open to the things God has for us, even if we think it’s past the time we
thought it would come. :)

Lisa (2010-05-01 04:05:39)
I always glean something from your posts Wanda. It’s obvious you know the Word of God. I enjoyed reading your
take on this well known portion of the Bible. :)

Tori Cooper (2010-05-01 04:33:07)

Congratulations Wanda! You did such a great job on all of your posts! I wish I had more time to give your blog more
attention. However, every time I was able to visit I was blessed! I'm glad to have met you in this challenge! I hope
to keep connected after this challenge.. looking forward to May 3

Ellie (2010-05-01 05:10:19)

Wanda, you posts always make me pause and reflect on what is going on in my life. It is a difficult journey, sometimes
to wonder why our path is a certain way! I think

your insight is amazing! I look forward to following you, after the challenge! Thanks for all your valued, inspiring
posts!

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-05-01 16:39:50)
hi Wanda!:) congratulations on another wonderful post and finish!
looking forward to many more...

Carol Fleisher (2010-05-02 00:32:19)
Great post. I think we all struggle sometimes with trusting God as much we should. Great job on the challenge. I
also love your new blog layout. Have a great weekend.

arlee bird (2010-05-02 01:28:03)
You have brought your A to Z posting to a very appropriate conclusion. It was a thought provoking post. Thank you,
Wanda, for the wonderful job you did with your posts and your encouraging comments. You did a great job.
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I look forward to reading your Reflections post.
Lee
[1]Tossing It Out

1. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

Debra Harris-Johnson (2010-05-02 17:39:27)
Wanda I loved all your postings and you really inspire me. I am happy to call you friend and want to congratulate
you not only for completing the challenge but for the many comments you took time out to make. Love you girl!

Tori Cooper (2010-05-02 23:47:05)

Wanda, I
just awarded you with the "Sunshine Award” you can pick it up here: http://www.journeycalledlifel.com/2010/0-
5/shout-out-sunshine-award.h tml

Come & get it!

Tori Cooper (2010-05-04 03:33:43)
Did you pick the award yet? Make sure to come & get it! :-D
http://www.journeycalledlifel.com/2010/05/shout-out-sunshine-award.h tml

Reflections on the A to Z Challenge (2010-05-03 16:51)

As with any endeavor you undertake, I found a sense of personal satisfaction in not just starting but com-
pleting the A-Z challenge. Ecclesiastes 7:8a states, something completed is better than something begun
(CEV). And better I am. I decided to join the challenge on a whim after reading about it on [1]Shannon’s
blog. As a newbie blogger (just started in February), I'm not exactly sure what gave me the audacity to
launch out into such deep waters. But, I have found myself being open to lots of new things in this year and
blogging itself is one of those.

Being a part of the challenge increased my awareness of the variety of blogs available. It was quite interesting
to visit other participants’ blogs to see how they would incorporate the letter of the day in their post. Many
of the challengers were either professional writers or aspiring to be; therefore, splashing around at their
blogs was like being a pet goldfish dumped into the ocean. Also, I discovered poets, photographers, artists,
mommy bloggers, spiritual blogs, teachers and even a [2]Blabbin’ Grammy, who is a master storyteller. The
gamut of blogs is amazing. Many I would not have found otherwise. Each time I visited one, I was exposed
to new ideas, concepts, words and inspiration.

Prior to starting the challenge, I wrote down topic ideas for each letter on the calendar but I found that
I didn’t always go with my initial thought. For some letters, I was able to get my posts completed early,
edited and scheduled to post (which is a feature I discovered). However, the inspiration for the majority of
posts came the same day, which added stress initially until I came to terms that it was ok if my posts were
not perfect but authentically reflected me. I found blogging, visiting other participants, commenting and
replying to comments daily to be challenging along with working full-time. And I sure have a respect for
those who are able to post daily or multiple times during the day. However, that is not something I plan to
continue but I do see the importance of maintaining a regular posting schedule.

I don’t believe I ever considered quitting but sometimes wondered if I could keep up. The things that kept
me going were the determination not to be a quitter and the lovely comments I would receive from those that
stopped by. To all of you who came by, I say THANK YOU! And a special thanks to those that dropped
in consistently and left me such encouraging words. You’ll never know how much of a boost of confidence

84


http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

and courage you’ve been to me. In accordance with Proverbs 11:25, I pray that just as you have refreshed
me during this challenge, that you will be refreshed. Thanks to Rayna at [3]Coffee Rings Everywhere who
gave me my very first blog award and I will be passing it forward soon. As a newbie, I didn’t know awards
existed. Also, thanks to Charmaine over at [4]Wagging Tales who bestowed three awards to me. I'd like to
take this opportunity to pass on the Sunshine Award to a few people who have been a great support to me:
Lisa @ [5]Bombastic Bandicoot, Bluebutterfly@ [6]Sword of Goliath, Ellie @ [7]Ella’s Edge, Andrea Q[8]Arise
2 Write, Rae@ [9]Porch Ponderings by Rae, Bud@ [10]B-E-ing Transformed, Linda@[11]Whit’s End, CeCe@
[12]Thirsty Living and my sister, LaMecia, who always gives me words of encouragement.

—You ¢
MY SUNSAIN

[13]  SMFRrTNT COMAIIY Abrd

Overall I'm satisfied with my performance in the challenge. As with most things we do, there is room for
improvement on my part. I wish that I had more time to dedicate to researching, writing, and editing my
posts. While I tried to visit as many of the challenge participants as possible, I would have liked more time
to read and comment on their posts. And I found that I gravitated to some blogs more because I found
their subject matter more in line with my interests. Since my blog deals with spiritual matters, I'm sure
some participants were less likely to visit. I did see an increase in the number of followers but I think it’ll be
interesting to see how many continue to follow and/or comment from time to time. From the experience I
learned that networking among bloggers is a good means for increasing exposure of your blog and for finding
other blogs you like. However, I tend to shy away from the follow me and I will follow you theory. After
seeing how beneficial a comment was to me, I plan to be more disciplined about leaving comments on the
blogs I read. I liked Arlee’s idea of having a schedule for specific blog topics.

In closing I'd like to give our challenge host, Arlee at [14]Tossing it Out, a big round of applause for a job
well done in organizing and marketing a successful challenge that was able to unite so many bloggers across
the globe. He seems to have mastered the art of blogging and blog promotion. I wish him much success in
his future endeavors and look forward to reading more from him. If you have not already, be sure to visit his
blog. I appreciate the opportunity to have joined the challenge with so many talented and creative bloggers.
Find out what other challenge participants had to say:

[15]

. http://shananagins2468.blogspot.com/

. http://rubyndub.blogspot.com/

. http://coffeeringseverywhere.blogspot.com/
. http://clancytales.blogspot.com/

. http://arrogantrat.blogspt.com/

. mailto:swordofgoliath@blogspot.com

. http://ellasedge.blogspt.com/

. http://arise2write.blogspot.com/

© 00 N O U =W N =

. http://frazierfauxpaus.blogspot.com/
10. http://b-e-ingtransformed.blogspot.com/
11. http://whitsendhome.blogspot.com/
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12. http://thirstyliving.blogspot.com/

13. http://s988.photobucket.com/albums/af9/wateredsoul/?action=view&current=Sunshineaward4-24-10. jpg
14. http://tossingitout.blogspot.com/

15. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-05-03 17:26:12)

hi Wanda! i have to say that this challenge was a bit overwelming even for me. i really appreciate yours and the
other’s dedication to our Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. it makes/made a difference in my life having brothers and
sisters standing alongside me. i loved reading your posts that always reflected Him in your life. "we” have a long ways
to go together, sister:) congratulations and thank you for the award as well!

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-05-03 17:43:54)

btw Wanda, i can certainly understand why you received the comment award!!! you have commented on all of my
posts, i think. if not all, then certainly the majority of them. it really surprised me to get your award and Tori’s.
when all this hoopla dies down after today, i'm surely going to pass them along:)

Kierah Jane Reilly (2010-05-03 18:00:14)
Wanda, I really enjoyed your posts and I'm glad to have "met” you through this challenge. Even though I didn’t
comment everyday, I did read often!

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-05-03 18:18:18)

Wanda I would like to thank you for the support you gave me and congratulations on finishing the challenge AND
the well deserved award. I enjoyed your blogs and I know you will go far.

Take care. see you soon.

Yvonne.

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-05-03 18:18:19)

Wanda I would like to thank you for the support you gave me and congratulations on finishing the challenge AND
the well deserved award. I enjoyed your blogs and I know you will go far.

Take care. see you soon.

Yvonne.

Beth (2010-05-03 18:18:33)
Wanda You are a blessing to me. I haven’t been the most faithful of commenters lately but I always enjoy my visits
to your blog!

Andrea (2010-05-03 19:02:54)
Blessings and prayers,
andrea

Gregg (2010-05-03 20:29:28)
Good job - it was a pleasure to read your blog!

Lisa (2010-05-03 22:02:19)

YOU DID IT!!! :0)

Your blog has been one of my favorites, Wanda. You always had a great Word to give and it truly blessed my soul! I
felt a kinship with you because of our sistership in Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Thank you for the sweet award — I appreciate it so much! :0)
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Linda (2010-05-03 22:13:26)

Just blogging since February? No way. . .you are too good! I love your insights, your thoughts - and I will keep
reading what you have to say. And as soon as I can figure out how to post the award, I will (have a lesson on blogging
lined up for Wednesday) and will pass it on! Thank you.

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-05-03 22:16:49)

Congrats, Wanda, and thank you...you have refreshed me. In reading this post, I thought about a Scripture in my
favorite Book, Ecclesiastes: "Whatever you do, do well. For when you go to the grave,b there will be no work or
planning or knowledge or wisdom.

111 have observed something else under the sun. The fastest runner doesn’t always win the race, and the strongest
warrior doesn’t always win the battle. The wise sometimes go hungry, and the skillful are not necessarily wealthy.
And those who are educated don’t always lead successful lives. It is all decided by chance, by being in the right place
at the right time.” Ecclesiastes 9:10-11

Be blessed beyond.

Elizabeth West (2010-05-04 01:35:04)
Thanks so much, Wanda, for your comments. I appreciate that you took the time to read my blog and I plan to return
to yours as well. :)

Debra Harris-Johnson (2010-05-04 05:17:30)
Double congrats Wanda, one for the challenge and one for the awards. Also the one’s you passed the awards to are
also very deserving just like you. I’ll be following you.

Mike (2010-05-04 09:07:09)
Very interesting post. Yes, for me blogging is more about networking than anything else. I've enjoyed reading your
posts.

Nflandprek-whisper (2010-05-04 10:36:01)

hi, T have only visited you once or twice during this challenge and I am upset that I had less time then everyone I
started the challenge late, but I finished on time. LOL

It was good to meet you and I will continue to follow you.

Shannon (2010-05-04 15:40:49)
Wanda, so glad you were in this special challenge! I feel I made a new friend in you!

The Alliterative Allomorph (2010-05-04 17:22:23)
Congrats on completing the challenge! I'm sorry I didn’t make it to your blog as often as I had hoped! All the best
and take care :)

Lisa (2010-05-05 00:56:01)
T've tagged you for a blog thingy if you're interested. Stop by and check it out my friend!

Ellie (2010-05-05 01:48:50)

Wanda,

I found your post the most inspiring of the challenge. You always made me ponder, wise words. I am so happy you
were part of the challenge. I look forward to your blog and what is to come! Thank-you so much, for award, It is my
first! I love it!!

Congrats on crossing the finish line!

87



Wanda (2010-05-05 03:13:21)

Bud, it’s been a pleasure reading your posts and I look forward to more.

Kierah, I understand and you’re more than welcome to drop by whenever you have time.

Yvonne, you're welcome. I love your work :0)

Beth, that’s quite alright dear, I’ve had a hard time getting up with everyone myself. Unfortunately we only have so
much time in day.

Andrea, blessings to u

Gregg, thanks

Lisa, yep we made it, hooray.

Linda, thanks for your kind words.

Bluebutterfly, Thanks and I’'m honored that something I said has been a blessing to you. Thanks for that Scripture
reference.

Elizabeth, thanks

Debra, I’ll be in touch.

Mike, Thanks

Nflandprek-whisper, congrats to you on finishing what you started and thanks for dropping by.I’d like to visit your
blog but your profile is not available.

Shannon, glad I discovered it through you.

Alliterative Allomorph, no worries

Ellie, you're quite welcome and quite deserving. 1 love your posts.

Carola... (2010-05-05 06:48:30)

Hey! I hadn’t heard of the A-Z challenge before, but I have to say, I love it when people do something, unique, like
this and set out to take on the challenge, conquer, and appreciate what they have achieved! Its super awesome! And
- what a nice blog of "Thanks!” you are a genuine soul and I really enjoyed reading your appreciation of others!

I popped over to say hi, from Australia, via the Sassy Single Bloggers link-up. Because, frankly, we simply just ROCK!
GBU!

Ellie (2010-05-05 13:21:03)

Hi Wanda,

I tagged you, if you are up to it!

I’d like to know what you would say...
Hope you have a Wonderful Wednesday
I like the look of your site!

Patricia Stoltey (2010-05-06 05:17:12)

I enjoyed the blog challenge so much, but honestly, Wanda, I still haven’t visited all the blogs on Arlee’s list. I'm
determined to get to all of them though.

One thing I've noticed is that some blogs are especially restful and comforting places to visit. Yours is like that. I'm
glad you’re here.

Word Filled Wednesday (2010-05-05 05:21)




This Wednesday I decided to take part in Word Filled Wednesday created by [2]The 160 Acre Woods. It’s
designed to share God’s Word through photos and a Bible verse.
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Visit today’s hostess, Penny at [4]pennyraine.com/blog to find what others are sharing this Wednesday.
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1. http://www.thel60acrewoods.com/

2. http://thel60acrewoods.com/|

3. http://family.webshots.com/photo/2478543780045146464EonwIA|
4. http://pennyraine.com/blog

5. http://www.mylivesignature.com/|

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-05-05 06:55:22)
...80 this is going to be your posts for Wdenesdays i take it? this will be interesting to follow because we’ll find out

what things appeal to you:)

Andrea (2010-05-05 07:54:02)
AMEN Girlfriend!!

Blessings, hugs, and prayers,
andrea

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-05-05 09:26:01)

“Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” Hebrews 6:14
Faith, hope, and above all, love.
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Lisa (2010-05-05 09:58:56)
I love that scripture and the photo is beautiful, too. I need to get back to WFW. I did it for a while, but let other
things take precedence. Nothing should take precedence over God’s Word!!

GlowinGirl (2010-05-05 10:00:40)
Wanda, I love your blog’s theme verse and the one you chose for WEFW. I'm glad to get to meet youl!
I'm off to poke around here a bit! :)

Wanda (2010-05-05 15:27:31)

Bud, I think i’'ll use the theme for Wednesday posts for now. Until another inspiration comes along.
Andrea, blessings to you.

Bluebutterfly, you always come up with some good scriptures.

Lisa, it happens to all us put you’re not limited to Wednesdays girl.

GlowinGirl, thanks for stopping by and feel free to poke around here any time you like.

One Heart (2010-05-05 16:27:50)

Hi Wanda, thanks for stopping by my little corner earlier on this Word-Filled Wednesday. I love this verse and the
picture so refreshes me. I wish I was right in that picture today as I am grieving the loss of our 10 year Golden
Retriever and almost didn’t participate this WEW. I'm glad I did because with every click I am simply refreshed with
His Word and I got to connect with you. I clicked on your google follow and look forward to more visits.

Love and blessings!

Carol Fleisher (2010-05-05 16:43:13)
What a beautiful reminder! Thanks for sharing. I totally needed to be reminded of that today.

Susan (2010-05-05 17:16:56)

Hi Wanda,

So nice to meet you. Your blog is o nice.
Great word!!

Hope you are having a great WFW.
Happy Mother’s Day

LeAnn * ~ See Great Things (2010-05-05 18:04:37)
I'm glad you participated. I really liked your post!

Missie (2010-05-05 18:29:03)
Thanks for your WFW!

Pia (2010-05-05 20:19:41)
thank you for this wonderful reminder. i needed to hear/read this at this very moment. God bless you, wanda.

Denise (2010-05-06 01:04:40)
Bless you for this comforting scripture.

Tracy Berta-daughter to the King, wife, mother, speaker, writer (2010-05-06 02:38:43)
Wanda, this is beautiful! I think you will love WEFW!

Thanks so much for stopping by today and leaving such kind comments.

Blessings, friend!

90



Deborah (2010-05-06 04:29:38)
So glad you decided to join. Beautiful photo/verse that truly spoke to my heart this morning.

ozjane (2010-05-06 07:59:36)
I feel like a paddle in those waves.....how wonderful that we can cast our care on Him and then with empty hands
reach out for His blessings.

Kaye Swain (2010-05-06 11:01:52)
What a lovely photo! And I have to tell you, that encouraing Bible verse is exactly what I need today! :)

Karen (2010-05-06 11:42:11)
Amen! Great scripture promise...lovely picture....

melodygreen (2010-05-06 12:25:03)
I needed this reminder today (and every day)... I think I’ll be joining in on this from time to time!

Amydeanne (2010-05-06 14:35:19)
yes he does! Amen!

Wanda (2010-05-06 21:31:14)
Thanks ladies for stopping by. God bless each of you.

Just Be Real (2010-05-06 21:44:55)
Wanda this was beautiful and touched my heart. Thank you for sharing and all your encouraging comments to me as
well. Blessings.

Sherry (2010-05-07 19:06:57)
Beautiful verse and pic! He will fill us with peace, when we give Him our worries! :D
Sherry

jo.attalife (2010-05-08 00:20:54)

Hi, Wanda, thanks for visiting and commenting on my blog. Thanks, too, for sharing this verse... this meme is greatly
used by God to give me gentle nudges and reminders and I always end up being so blessed. Like with the verse you
used today. Amen.

I’m It but You May Be Next (2010-05-06 11:59)

Two of my blogger friends, Lisa and Ellie, tagged me to participate in the 5 for 5 meme. I'm suppose to
answer 5 questions 5 times.

Where were you five years ago?

1. Living in the same house I am now

2. Stuck in a place of spiritual darkness and frustration
3. Journaling more faithfully than I am now

4. Contemplating going to graduate school

5. Dreaming about starting a nonprofit organization
Where would you like to be 5 years from now?

1. Happily married hopefully

2. Walking more freely & closely to God
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3. Working a job that I love

4. Living, loving, and laughing more than ever

5. Traveling

What is on your to do list today?

Answering these question and posting to my blog (guess I can check that off)
Read my Bible

Finish my case notes for work

Listen in on a virtual women’s summit

. Watch Survivor tonight (yep I love that show)

What 5 snacks do you enjoy?

1. Chocolate Chip cookies

2. Peanut M &Ms

3. Yoplait yogurt
4.
5.

TU W

Harvest cheddar sun chips
Chex mix
What would you do if you were a billionaire?
1. Give tithe and offerings first
2. Invest
3. Ensure my mother was financially secure
4. Create trust funds for my nieces and nephews
5. Build a youth development center in my hometown that would teach character development, life skills,
financial literacy and business planning.
Finally, I'm suppose to tag 5 other people to participate. If you've already been tagged, I send my apologies.
I missed your post. For anyone who would rather not participate, I promise not to be offended and will still
be visiting your place. :0)
[1]Linda, [2]Heiress, [3|Chris, [4]|Bluebutterfly, and [5]Tabitha you're it!

[6]

. http://whitsendhome.blogspot.com/
http://heiresstothekingdom.blogspot.com/
http://christina-weigand.blogspot.com/
http://swordofgoliath.blogspot.com/
http://www.ichoosebliss.net/

> v W

http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-05-06 16:47:16)

i used to love watching survivor. but after the second show i lost interest. the best show was Roger(school teacher)
and the young woman. imho

think it took place in Australia? i’'m not into TV like i used to be.....

Ellie (2010-05-06 20:33:08)

I loved your answers, very admirable!

I love sun chips, I totally didn’t put any chips, but I do love them!

I use to watch Survivor, I want them to go to Alaska...or have Men have to function like women. Nails,
perms,manicures, pedicures, panty hose, rollers, perms...they can’t do the pregnancy thang. They could do the
high heels and see how long they survive!
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Wanda (2010-05-06 21:29:30)
Bud, I didn’t get into the show at first but the past few seasons I've been hooked.
Ellie..lol, men functioning as woman would make a very interesting show.

Lisa (2010-05-10 18:32:31)

How did I miss this? I don’t know...I just haven’t seen any of your posts coming up in my reader.

Thank you for participating Wanda. I enjoyed reading your answers. You and I seem to have a lot in common. The
#1 thing being our love for Jesus Christ! :0)

Imprisoned Thoughts (2010-05-07 03:58)

Stop! What are you thinking about at this exact moment? What thoughts have been swimming through
your mind lately? During the course of a day, many random thoughts flow through my head. At times I'm
thinking about work, family, blogging, TV shows, Bible verses, or some spark of inspiration.

Being in church I've heard 2 Corinthians 10:5 which states, Casting down imaginations and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience
of Christ, quoted on several occasions and I have read it a few times. After reading Mark Batterson’s book
Primal a few months ago, that verse took on new meaning to me. He states, “This verse is not just about
capturing sinful thoughts and keeping them out of our minds; it’s also about capturing creative thoughts
and keeping them in our minds. It means stewarding every word, every thought, every impression, and every
revelation inspired by the Spirit of God”. Now this was a fresh perspective for me. Having been someone
immobilized by fears and irrational or negative thoughts, I understood the impact of failing to get a grip on
your thought life.

But I never considered the responsibility I had to be a good steward of those passing inspirations or God
thoughts. I can’t tell you how many times an idea came to mind but I failed to hold it captive and it was
soon forgotten until something triggered the memory again. Of course, every idea that comes to mind is not
necessarily a God thought but I do wonder what could I do or be, if I did more to arrest those thoughts. If
I wasn’t so quick to cast them away as being meaningless or impossible, there is no telling how different my
life might be.

Are your thoughts holding you captive to people, places, events or are you holding your thoughts as prisoners?
There is a world of difference between the two. Have you come across any quote or book that has changed
your perspective on a matter lately? If so, please share.
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AnooCre8ion (2010-05-07 12:06:09)

You know Wanda, this is very interesting. I too am so guilty of not being a better steward of my creative thoughts.
I know many times I see or hear things and I see a devotional or a poem coming out of it but I do nothing, it comes
back another time, I do nothing and it goes.

I too have never seen that coming from that familiar verse, but it is a fresh perspective.

Thx for dropping by my blog. You have a lovely home here.

Blessings,

Vickie

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-05-07 13:15:09)
Most interesting to read.

Have a good week-end.

Yvonne.

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-05-07 16:30:28)

Wow! Great things to meditate on. “I know the thoughts that come into your mind.” “As a man thinketh in his
heart.” All through the Bible are references to the thoughts and words of our heart.

We spend a lot of time thinking about the past and the future, often forgetting to appreciate the present, but Eccle-
siastes, one of my favorite Books, contains some Verses that are ever present with me, because they make me live in
balance:

Never make light of the king, even in your thoughts. And don’t make fun of the powerful, even in your own bedroom.
For a little bird might deliver your message and tell them what you said. - Ecclesiastes 10:20

In the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of adversity consider—God has made the one as well as the other so
that man will not discover anything that will be after him. I have seen everything during my lifetime of futility; there
is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness.
Do not be excessively righteous and do not be overly wise. Why should you ruin yourself? Do not be excessively
wicked and do not be a fool. Why should you die before your time? It is good that you grasp one thing and also not
let go of the other; for the one who fears God comes forth with both of them. - Ecclesiastes 7:14-18

Everything has already been decided. It was known long ago what each person would be. So there’s no use arguing
with God about your destiny. - Ecclesiastes 6:10

The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every
person. For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil. - Ecclesiastes
12:13-14

Trudy (2010-05-07 20:59:25)

A very powerful verse indeed. So important to remember that it is a twofold process, getting rid of the old (sinful
thoughts) and replacing it with the new (creative thoughts).

Great post Wanda! God bless you!

Just Be Real (2010-05-07 22:23:53)
Wanda, my first reaction to what I was thinking while I was reading this post was, I was thinking about what I was
reading. Great post. Thanks for sharing.
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Tori Cooper (2010-05-07 23:04:56)
Excellent Post! I know what it feels like to be a prisoner to my thoughts and feelings... thank God I have been able
to escape. Great word of encouragement! Keep up the good work!

Faith Imagined (2010-05-08 13:11:32)

Great post! Our thoughts have such a huge influence on our spiritual lifel T am trying to get in a habit of writing
”God thoughts” down so I don’t forget.

BTW, great picture!

Ellie (2010-05-08 20:46:10)
This really gives one something to ponder! I know my head is swimming with ideas, at times! Interesting
way to look at it

Wanda (2010-05-09 02:38:08)

Ladies,

Thanks so much for stopping by and sharing your thoughts. I pray that each of us will be more deligent in capturing
the God ideas.

Blessings to you!

Slushpile Slut (2010-05-09 14:31:05)
"It means stewarding every word, every thought, every impression, and every revelation inspired by the Spirit of
God”.” Loved this Wanda, your quote inspired me...Thanks for this!

Lelia Chealey (2010-05-10 03:08:28)
Hi Wanda!
Wow, I never thought of that verse like that before. I've only thought of it what I can’t do. Thanks for sharing this!!

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-05-11 01:52:04)
you certainly give your posts a lot of thought, Wanda:) excellent!
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For Mothers (2010-05-09 05:01)

In whatever way you choose to spend it, I hope that you enjoy a wonderful Mother’s Day.

7

1]

[2]Mother’s Day | [3]Forward this Picture

[4]

1. http://www.commentsyard. com/
2. http://wuw.commentsyard.com/comments/mothers-day/
3. http://www.commentsyard. com/happy-mothers-day-graphic/

4. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-05-09 07:18:17)
Thank you for your best wishes, the flowers are lovely.

Have a peaceful Sunday.

Yvonne.

Slushpile Slut (2010-05-09 14:28:32)
Happy Mother’s Day to you too Wanda!

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-05-09 14:33:09)
Blessings to all who do the work of mothers! Be blessed and highly favored, Wanda.

Ellie (2010-05-11 02:44:12)
Wonderful wishes with gorgeous flowers! Thank you,so much!!!
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The Blahs (2010-05-11 12:38)
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Blah, blah, blah.... I seem to have woke up with the case of the blahs this morning for no apparent reason.
There’s nothing out of ordinary that has occurred in my life. Perhaps it’s more of the ordinary that has
plunged me into this depth of the blues. I find myself asking the same question the Psalmist did, O my
soul why art thou disquieted within me?” Guess I should put the rest of the verse in practice and a change
of mood will come.

Psalm 43:5 Why are you cast down, O my inner self ¢ And why should you moan over me and be disquieted
within me? Hope in God and wait expectantly for Him, for I shall yet praise Him, Who is the help of my
[sad] countenance, and my God.(Amplified Bible) Psalm 43:5 (The Message)

Psalm 43:5 Why are you down in the dumps, dear soul? Why are you crying the blues? Fix my eyes on
God— soon I'll be praising again. He puts a smile on my face. He’s my God. (The Message)

2]
1. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S-10In075SI/AAAAAAAAAGY /ncxoj6kQHQs/s1600/blahs. jpg
2. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

Will Burke (2010-05-11 12:45:47)
We all kinda go in these cycles, and they're hard to weather. My prefered antidote is music; something I haven’t
heard in awhile (see: cassetts!).

The Alliterative Allomorph (2010-05-11 12:53:18)

Everybody has these down days. I sure do! Imagine what boring people we would be if we were happy all the time.
We would never have opinions, questions, or inspiration to learn new things if we were always happy. I think sadness
makes us better people. I'd cherish it now and again, if I were you. I do. I embrace it, feel it, then let it fly away. I
hope you feel better soon. xx

Carol Fleisher (2010-05-11 13:17:01)
Hang in there. We all have days like that. What helps me is music and to get out and soak up some sun. ((HUGS)))

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-05-11 13:24:11)

I think everyone suddenly they realise they do the same routine everyday,go to the same shops.....they can’t have
changed overnight, what direction is their life taking them, it may last a few days then you think Hey! there are
people worse of than myself and suddenly those shops look different, your routine becomes a joy and you feel back to
normal again.
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BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-05-11 14:18:05)
Relax in His arms: I have stilled and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child is my
soul within me. - Psalm 131:2

Andrea (2010-05-11 14:50:10)
Blessings and prayers,
andrea

Lisa (2010-05-11 16:51:46)
You've raised up a standard against the enemy by relying on the Word of God. You’ve got the weapons of warfare
and are using them. YAY for you! I know your day will be better.

(((hugs)))

Wanda (2010-05-12 03:17:57)
Thanks to each of you for your encouraging words. A drive, sun and P & W music helped to lift my spirits some.
Blessings to each of you.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-05-12 03:25:58)

now that’s good to hear, sister!:)

i get days like that too. never know from one day to the next wether i’'m going to be standing, sitting, kneeling, on
my face, or groveling...

...love that song, God on the Mountain

Pet (2010-05-12 11:10:46)
This was my feelings for the pass few days. But I can tell you God is good and peace will follow before you know it.
Blessings!

~ Being Woven (2010-05-13 13:45:06)
Yes, I must remember this verse as well!! Waiting and praising... yes indeed.
Thanks again, linda

Some Things Don’t Change (2010-05-12 06:30)

Life is full of changes-seasons change, businesses open and close, relationships that started out full of hope
end in divorce, children grow up, jobs are changed, laws change. Even with so many things seeming constant,
change is all around us. Just yesterday I was feeling blue but today I'm feeling like my old self again. As I
came across Isaiah 54:10 in my reading this week, I was grateful that amongst all the changes I encounter,
there are still some things that remain the same.
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This post is a part of Word Filled Wednesday. It is designed to share God’s Word through photos and a
Bible verse. Fill up on other verses this Wednesday by visiting today’s hostess, Lori at [3]All You Have to
Give.

[4]

1. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S-qW2I-58BI/AAAAAAAAAGE/9zzyo_4r6qk/s1600/hills+Isaiah+53-10. jpg
2. http://www.thel60acrewoods.com/
3. http://www.allyouhavetogive.com/

4. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

ozjane (2010-05-12 06:59:37)

Oh I love those green mountains....and I love that book of Isaiah.

Thanks for being my first visitor.

It is after 11pm so I am going to stop reading for tonight and head for bed.

Will Burke (2010-05-12 07:49:11)
Welcome back from your funk!

Julie (2010-05-12 08:08:49)

It’s hard to funtion when you’re done and out but your a woman and we always bounce back. I love your picture and
verse. Thank you for sharing.

I hope that you have a great and blessed day. Take care!
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WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-05-12 08:48:09)
A lovely post and those beautiful green hills was a joy to see.
Yvonne.

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-05-12 09:01:04)
hi Wanda:)
agreeing with others here. it is a beautiful picture! love the verse too. think i will set it aside:)

Chelle (2010-05-12 09:20:43)
Excellent post, thank you for sharing!

Andrea (2010-05-12 10:04:52)

Praising GOD for HIS faithfulness!!

Thank you for your love, encouragement, and prayers,
andrea

PS: Sitka has an award for you on All Gods Creatures.
http://andrealuvsallgodscreatures.blogspot.com

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-05-12 10:34:55)
Yes, Wanda, His unfailing love and mercy. Thank You, Lord.
Faith, hope, and above all, love!

Maxine (2010-05-12 10:55:44)
Amen. The goodness of the Lord will never change. Our God is changeless. Thankful for that.

Lisa (2010-05-12 11:01:29)
Glad you're feeling better today my dear! :0)

Pet (2010-05-12 12:20:40)

Amen!

Lisa (2010-05-12 13:13:39)
What a wonderful verse of reassurance. Happy WFW!

partialemptynester (2010-05-12 13:15:56)

What beautifully lush mountains...Unbelievable to think that one day those mountains will depart, what comfort
knowing that His kindness will endure forever!

Great post, happy WFW!

lori (2010-05-12 13:23:42)

What a beautiful reflection for my afternoon!
Thank you for sharing this one!

Peace,

lori

Mystiqua K (2010-05-12 14:50:05)
Beautiful picture and love that scripture! God bless!!
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Denise (2010-05-12 15:52:28)
Such a great post.

LivingforGod (2010-05-12 16:00:46)
T’'ve always loved this verse. God is so good all the time!
Thanks for visiting my photo blog today.

Joan Davis (2010-05-12 16:16:13)

Yes, the Lord never changes. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. What a comfort that is! Thank you for
sharing this wonderful verse from Isaiah!

(I deleted my previous comment because of a type-o! Sorry!!)

Lorena G. Sims (2010-05-12 18:28:04)
Amen! that’s a wonderful verse. You know it’s funny because last night I was thinking of posting something with a
title "Some things don’t change” but I didn’t had the time to do it..We would have the same title..

Trisha (2010-05-12 19:32:59)
Such a comfort it is that He never changes nor do His promises! Such a wonderful reminder from His Word, and your
picture is breathtaking. :)

Susan (2010-05-12 20:06:50)

Praise God, no matter what, He never changes!!
He is faithful, true, always there.

Great word!!!

Ellie (2010-05-12 22:21:39)
I'm glad the blues, didn’t last to long! Take Care

Christine A Mayo (2010-05-12 22:45:22)
Thank you for the visit, I am following you! have a blessed day!

GlowinGirl (2010-05-13 04:04:28)
Wanda, I have an award for you!
http://sugartails-glowingirl.blogspot.com/2010/05/is-my-face-red.htm 1

Joan (2010-05-13 04:43:09)

I've read several WE'W posts using verses from Isaiah. Great verse and I'm glad you are feeling better.
Blessings,

Joan

~ Being Woven (2010-05-13 07:43:28)

Thank you, Wanda, for visiting and encouraging me. I needed your kind words and by coming here to visit you, the
verse and your words have added to that. God is faithful. And what a God we serve.

Thanks, linda

Laurencita (2010-05-13 08:24:00)
Amen! very nice photo.
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daylily777 (2010-05-13 09:51:59)

Amen ! T am so glad he never changes ! Beautiful image !
Blessings,

Myrna

Wanda (2010-05-14 13:53:19)

Thanks to each of you for stopping by and I'm glad that glad to be feeling myself again. May continue to bless and
keep you.

Steps Along the Way (2010-05-14 20:30)

1]

As I walked this morning, the phrase-the steps of a good man are ordered came across my mind. In fact I've
read this verse before but I hadn’t read it lately. As I began to ponder that in my mind, I thought about
the many situations I didn’t foresee stepping into. Here is not the place in life I thought I’d be walking. At
times it seemed like I've crept along in the valley of the shadow of death. The shadows and echoes of the
enemy threaten to overtake me. You mean even those tiny steps in the darkness were ordered too, Lord?
But what about the steps I took along the paths that I was sure to be the right way but it only led to a
dead end? And what about the steps I consciously made away from rather than toward you? Could they
have been ordered too?

While I walked up this steep hill, that I usually choose to walk down because it’s easier, I was reminded of
the hard places that I have journeyed through. Countless days I was unsure if I could press out another step
and other days I was tempted to turn and walk the opposite way. But with the passing of time, I found
those small strained steps had taken me to another place. With the change happening so gradually, I had
not realized I had moved. The movement was not always physically but my perception, my hope, my faith,
my attitude, my thinking moved.

Perhaps if we had to choose, most of us would prefer to walk continually along the smooth path. But despite
where you find yourself (even those detours we knowingly take) there is One, who never loses sight of you.
If you’re in a dark, dry or hard place just keep walking for the landscape is sure to change. No, I don’t give
the false claim that it’ll happen today, tomorrow, or even this month BUT it could. Yet with assurance, I
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say that if you refuse to stop, you will step onto new terrain.

2]

1. http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_2wfF2Ki6_qg/S-20ypmS50I/AAAAAAAAAGo/Zz61i06twKEWY/s1600/step+intthe+path. jpg

2. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-05-14 20:23:04)

very thought provoking, I suppose it’s always easy to walk the safe way but how dull and predictive it would be,
I enjoyed your post very much,

I hope you have a wonderful week-end.

Yvonne.

Nativa (2010-05-14 20:56:01)
You know many of us take the wrong path in life but hopefully we eventually get back on track. These ’detours’ make
us better human beings if we decide to learn from the experience.

Lisa (2010-05-14 22:32:38)
Amen Wanda, Amen! I am learning this truth through my current journey and have realized my need for Jesus more
than ever before. It’s a great feeling knowing He’s there beside me, every step of the way; just as He is with YOU!

(((hugs)))

Lisa

Bud Ezekiel H. (2010-05-15 01:30:32)

)

this reminded me once again of His promisee. all too often i’ve taken those detours because i didn’t fully trust where
He was taking me. yes, He brought me back to the path. again. and again. and again...and again. this journey has
been incredibly long for me. but i know it’s He who is bringing me to a better place. grat post sister Wanda!:)

Amy in Peru (2010-05-15 02:43:43)

Don’t give me the easy path!

"Life’s not a level or a smooth road; but it’s a blessing to breast the hills and trudge over the stones with a good
heart, and I think one sometimes does one’s best work on the uphill bits, though one may not know it.” Bishop Paget
"Have no fear... You have chosen the roughest road, but it goes straight to the hill-tops.” John Buchan

Thanks for your thoughts today and the inspiration to meditate on these truths :)

amy in peru

ps. Your blog is beautiful!

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-05-15 07:39:57)
Hi if you go to my post A New Beginning” there’s an award for you. I appreciate all the support you have given me.
Yvonne.

Rae (2010-05-15 13:33:52)
Words I will keep with me on my journey... Thank you!

Mike (2010-05-15 14:34:11)
Thank you :)
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AnooCre8ion (2010-05-15 16:26:40)

Great post Wanda. The beauty about it all is that even when we take steps out of the plan HE has for us, He always
has a back-up plan to bring us right back on track. That’s because nothing surprises Him.

Blessings,

Vickie

Gregg (2010-05-15 22:22:09)

All of our steps are ordered by the Lord. Even the "ones that seemed to lead to a dead end.” God orders them for a
reason, hopefully, as He reveals the reason we are open and responsive. There is no plan B or back up plan with God
- everything He does is sovereign and ordained prior the creation of this world.

He is also teaching, blessing, discipling, disciplining, correcting, buidling us in every step. I am afraid we miss so much
of it becasue we are not in tune to him but to the things around us.

Wanda (2010-05-17 01:02:21)

Thanks to each of you for sharing your thoughts. I believe that God in His sovereignty always knows the steps we
will take even before we take them. However, I believe that sometimes we make choices that lead us into taken longer
routes than He had wished for us. Just like in the case of the Israelites. But He is able to reroute us back to the
correct path.

Finding My Strength (2010-05-16 03:14)

For the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says, Only in returning to me and waiting for me will you
be saved. In quietness and confidence is your strength. But you would have none of it. Isaiah 30: 15 (NLT)
This is the passage of scripture I'm meditating on today. I also like the message translation of this passage.
God, the Master, The Holy of Israel, has this solemn counsel: ”Your salvation requires you to turn back to
me and stop your silly efforts to save yourselves. Your strength will come from settling down in complete
dependence on me—The very thing you’ve been unwilling to do. (The Message)

Do you find yourself tired of toiling while trying to hold things together or come up with some type of
solution? Perhaps it’s time to silence the ranting, turn back and confidently wait on Him.

1]

1. http://www.mylivesignature.com/

BLUEBUTTERFLY (2010-05-16 04:21:25)
Amen, Wanda, Amen. Hope in Him, wait on Him.
Be blessed above.

WELCOME TO MY WORLD OF POETRY: (2010-05-16 06:14:30)
Wonderfully inspirational.
Yvonne.

Will Burke (2010-05-16 10:40:33)
Silence is becomming harder to acheive, but well worth the effort.
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Lisa (2010-05-16 20:24:33)
It’s so simple if we’ll just obey. What are we gonna do with our hardheaded selves?!
Wonderful Wanda — I loved this!

Wanda (2010-05-17 01:04:46)
Will, T imagine it is with a busy baby.
Lisa, yes we're so hard headed at times. Thanks be to God that He’s patient and merciful.

Just Be Real (2010-05-17 11:21:51)
Wanda, this has touched me. Thank you!

Mike (2010-05-17 11:24:55)
Confidently wait.. that is the challenge. Thank you Wanda.

Karen (2010-05-17 17:35:34)
Amen...this is right on the mark! Thanks for the reminder....

Together We Save (2010-05-17 18:18:59)
So beautifull! Thanks.

Godzheart (2010-05-17 18:44:09)
Thanks for visiting my blog and encouraging me. You have a good thing going on right here wow. To God be all
glory!

Quiet Confidence (2010-05-17 22:00)

In [1]Saturday’s post I shared how I was reflecting on Isaiah 30:15, particularly the part about in quietness
and confidence is my strength. Today, I wanted to share some questions and insights I received while con-
tinuing to meditate.

What is it that one needs to have confidence in?

e That God exists
e That God is who He says He is
e That He can do what He says He can

e That not only can He do it but He’s willing ( this is important because a person may have the ability
to do a thing but has no desire or willingness to do so)

e That God is concerned about you (yep, the same God that holds the universe together is interested in
you)

e That He is able to hold things together even when it appears that things are falling apart

When do I need to exhibit quietness?

105



When tempted to continue to argue your point, choose quietness instead.

When you would worry and be stressed out, quiet your mind instead.

When you be tempted to run and hide, quiet your steps and be still instead.

When it would be easy to complain, quiet the dis